0 0 = 
* — 
7 Ry 
* + o 
* 


THREE 


SERMONS 


ON THE 


xidences of Chriſtianity, 


BY THE LATE 


* 


PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D. D. 


685 


Sudburp. 
PRINTED BY J. BURKITT: 


vet BY T« CHAPMAN, FLEET-STREET; r. KNOTT, LOMBARD 
 _ $TREET; r. CONDERy, BUCKLERSBURY; AND BY THE 


' FRINCIPAL BOOKSELLERS IN THE cou N TRY. 


1796. 
7 Price Stx-pence, or One Guinea for 30.9 


m—_— = 


' 
! 
[ 
' 
: 


66 


ce 


v6 


„ 


ce 


* 


ce 


ce 


cc 


cc 


ce 


£6 


Advertisement. 


—eseeelc lee 


THe following diſcourſes were firſt publiſhed 
in the year 1730, at the end of a volume of *Sermons, 
on the Power and Grace of Chriſt:” they were after- 
wards ſeparately printed, at the particular requeſt of one 
of the firſt dignitaries of the church of England. 


Dr. Kippis in his life of the author, prefixed to the laſl 
edition of the Family Expoſitor, thus ſpeaks of them. 


They contain a very judicious ſummary of ſeveral 
of the principal arguments in ſupport of the chriſtian 


revelation, and eſpecially of thoſe which prove the 


genuineneſs and credibility of the evangelical hil- 
tory, The author had the great ſatisfattion of 


knowing, that theſe diſcourſes were the means of 


converting to the belief of our holy religion, two 
gentlemen of liberal education and diſtinguiſhed 
abilities; who had becn ſceptical on that head, 


One of them, who had endeavoured to prequdice * 


others againſt the evidences and contents of the 
goſpel, became a zealous preacher of Chrithanity, 


as well as a ſhining ornament to it in his life and 


manners. 


A large and cheap edition of theſe ſermons is now 
reprinted, at the requelt of ſeveral diſſenting miniſters, 
and other friends to the important intereſts of Chriſti— 


anity, reſident in the county of Suffolk; hoping that they 


may be the means of eſtabliſhing the faith of believers. 


in the glorious goſpel, in theſe times of wide ſpreading 


infidelity. 


Sudbury, Auguft 8, 1796. 
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SERMON JI. 


THE EVIDENCES Of CHRISTIANITY BRIEFLY 


STATED, AND THE NEwW TESTAMENT PROVED 
TO BE GENUINE, 


— oor 


2 PET. 1: 16. 


Ve have not followed cunningly detiſed Fables, 


r is undoubtedly a glory to our age e and country, that 
the nature of moral virtue has been ſo clearly ſtated, 
and the practice of it o ſtrongly in forced, by the vicws 
of its native beauty, and beneficial conſequences, both 
to private perſons, and ſocieties. Perhaps in this reſpect, 
hardly any nation or time has equalled, certainly few, if 
any, have exceeded our own. Yet I fear I might add, 
there have been few ages or countries, where vice has 


more generally triumphed, in its moſt audaci ous, and, in 
other reſpects, moſt odious forms. 


This may well appear a ſurprizing caſe; and it will 
ſurely be worth our while to enquire into the cauſes of 
fo range a circumſtance. I cannot now enter into a 
particular detail of them But I am perſuaded, none is 
more conſiderable than that unhappy diſregard, either to 
the goſpel in general, or to its moſt peculiar and effential 
truths, which is ſo viſible amongſt us, and which appears 
to be continually growing. It 1s plain, that like ſome 
of old, who thought and proſeſſed themſelves the wiſeſt 
of mankind, or in other words, the freeſt thinkers of their 
age, nultitudes among us have not liked to retain Gop 
an | is truths in their knowledge: and it is therefore 


a R the 


n 


6 


the leſs to be wondered at, if Go p has given them up to 
a reprobate mind; to the moſt infamous luſts, and enor- 
mities; and to a depth of a degeneracy, which, while it 
is in part the natural conſequence, is in part alſo the juſt, 
but dreadful puniſhment of their apoſtacy from the faith. 
And I am perſuaded, that thoſe who do indeed wiſh well 
to the cauſe of public virtue, as every true chriſtian moſt 
certainly does, cannot ſerve it more effectually, than by 
endeavouring to eſtablith men in the belief of the goſpel 


in general, and to affett their hearts with its moſt diſtin- 


guiſhing truths, 


The latter of theſe is our frequent employment: the 
former J ſhall now, bv the divine aſſiſtance. apply my- 
ſelf to: and I have choſen the words now betore us, as 
a proper introduttion to ſuch a deſigu. 

They do indeed peculiarly refer to the coming of our 
Lord, which the apolile repreſents as atteſted by that 
glory, of which he was an eye- witneſs on the mount of 
transfiguration, and by that voice from heaven which he 
heard there: but the truth of theſe fatts is evidently con- 
nected with that of the goſpel in general. 1 am per- 
ſuaded therefore, you will think they are properly pre- 
hxed to a . on the general Eid nces ot Chril- 
tianity. And I hope, by the divine afſſiſtance, to pro- 
poſe them at this time in ſuch a manner, as ſhall con- 
vince you, that the apoſtles had reaſon to ſay, and that 
we alſo have reaton to repeat it, we Rave not followed 
cunningly deviſed fables. 

I have often touched on this ſubjeft occaſionally; but 
I think it my duty at preſent to inſiſt ſomething more 
largely upon 1t, You ealily apprehend, that it is a mat- 
ter of the higheſt importance, being indeed no other than 
the great foundation of all our eternal hopes. While 
ſo many are daily attempting to deſtroy this foundation, 
it is poſſible, that thoſe of you eſpecially, who are but 
entering on the world, may be called out to give a rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in you. I would therefore, with 
the apoſtle, be concerned, that vou may be ready to do 
it. It may fortify you againſt the artifices, by which 
the unwary are often deceived and enlnared, and ma 
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oſſibly enable you to put to ſilence their fooliſhneſs. 
At leaſt it will be for the ſatisfattion of your own minds, 
to have conſidered the matter ſeriouſly, and. to be con- 
ſcious to yourſelves, that vou are not Chriſtians merely 
by education, or example, as (had you been born clle- 
where) you might have been Pagans or Mahometans 
but that you are o upon rational evidence, and becaute 
(as the ſacred hiſtorian exprelles it) you know the cer- 
tainty of thoſe things in winch you have been inſtructed. 


To open and vindicate the proof of Chriſtianity 1 in all 
its extent, would be the employment of many diſcourſes; 
nor would it, on the whole be proper to attempt it here. 
All that I now intend here 15, to give you a ſummary 
view of the moſt conſiderable arguments, in that which 
ſeems to me their moſt proper and natural connection; 
that ſo you may be able to judge of them better, than 
vou could poſlibly do by a few tcattered remarks, or by 
the moſt copious enlargement on any fingle branch of 

them alone, I inall endeavour to diſpoſe theſe hints lo, 

as that they may be ſome guide to thoſe, whoſe Iciſure 
and abilities may lead them to a more ampie and curious 
enquiry; that they may not be intangled in fo complex 
an argument, but may proceed in an orderly manner. 
And if any of you, my friends, deſire a more particular 
information on any of thoſe heads, which I now but 
briefly ſuggeſt, you may depend upon it, that faithful 
miniſters of every denomination will nn ! it an impor- 
tant part of their duty, to give you all the private afſiſt- 
ance they can. It is my hearty prayer, that GOD would 
enable me to plead his cauſe with f ; that he would 
open your underſtandings to receive theſe things, and 
ſtrengthen your memories to retain them; that you may 
not be like children, tolled to and fro, and ms + about 
with every wind of dodrine, by the fleight of men, and 
the cunning craftineſs, w hereby they he in wait to de- 
ceive; but may 52 ſtrong in faith, giving glory to GOD; 
that, your faith being more and more eſtabliſhed, it ma 

appear, that the tree is vatercd at the roots; and all your 


other graces may grow and flouriſh, in an equal propor- 


tion. 
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But before I proceed, 1 muſt defire you to obſerve 
that there is no proof in the world ſo ſatisfattory to the 
true Chriſtian, as to have felt the transforming power of 
the goſpel on his own ſoul. As that illiterate man whoſe 
eyes were miraculouily opened by Chriſt, when he was 
queſtioned by the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, who endeavoured 
with all their ſophiſtry to prove Chriſt an impoſtor, an- 
ſwered with great ſteadineſs and conſtancy, and with a 
great deal of reaſon too, this one thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I fee: So the moſt unlearned 
of the diſciples of Jeſus, having found his foul enlight- 
ened and ſanétified, and felt his heart fo eftetctualiy 
wrought upon, as to bring him home to his duty, his 
Gop, and his happineſs, by the conſtraining power of 
the Goſpel, will deſpiſe a thouſand ſubtle objections 
which may be urged againſt it: and though the crofs of 
Chriſt be to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the 
Grecks fooliſhnels, yet with this experience of its ſaving 
energy, he wit honour it in the midſt of all their con- 
tempt and ridicule, as the power of GoD, and the wil- 
dom of Gop. In this ſenſe, though the miraculous 
communication of the ſpirit be ceaſed, he that believes, 
nath ſtill the witneſs in himſelf; and while the ſpirit 
beareth witneſs with his ſpirit, that he is a child of Gop, 
he cannot doubt, but that the word by winch he was, as 
it were, begotten unto him, is indeed a divine and incor- 
ruptible ſeed; and perhaps, there are certain ſeaſons ot 
preſſing temptation, in which the moſt learned, as wel 
as the moſt illiterate Chriſtian, will find this the ſureſt 
anchor of his hope. 

Nevertheleſs, it muſt be acknowledged, that this gio- 
rious kind of evidence, is like the white ſtone, mentioned 
in the Revelation, in which there was a new name writ- 
ten, which no man knew, but he who received it. Gov 
has therefore made other proviſion for the honour and 
ſupport of his goſpel, by furniſhing it with a variety of 
proof, which may with undimini{hed and indeed with 
growing conviction, be communicated from one to ano- 
ther. And we ſhould be greatly wanting in gratitude to 
him, in zeal for a Redeemer's kingdom, and in charita- 
ble concern for the converſion of thoſe who reject the 
goſpel, as well as for the edification of thoſe who embrace 
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it, ſhould we wholly overlook thele arguments, or neg- 
lect to acquaint ourſelves with them. This is the evi. 
dence, which I am now to propole; and I delire you 
would hear it with a becoming attention. I ſpeak to 
you; as to rational creatures; judge; ve of the realonable- 
neſs of what I ſhall ſay. 


In proſe cution of this great deſign, I ſhall endeavony 
more particularly to ſhew vou that it we take the mat- 
ter ON a general lurvey, it will appear highly probable, 
that fich a ſcheme of doRrines and precepts, as we find 
Chriſtianity to be, ſhould indeed have been a divine re- 
velation;—and then, that it we examine into the exter- 
nal evidence of it, we ſhall find it certain in fakt, that it 
was ſo, and that it had its original from above. 


Firſt, let me ſhew, that taking the matter merely * 
in theory, it will appear higuly probable, that fuch * 
"7" a1 ſtem as the goſpel mould be indeed a divine 
* revelation,” 


To evince this, I would more particularly prove,— 
that the fate of manb ind was ſuch, as greatly to need a 
revelat:ion;—that there ſcems from the light of nature, 
encouragement to hope that GOD ſhould grant ONe ;——- 
that it is reaſonable to believe, if any were made, 
mould be fo introduced and tranſmitted, as Wwe are 10d 
Chriſtianity was; and that its general nature and ſub. 
{tance "oF be ſuch, as we find that of the goſpel is. 
It theſe particulars are made out, here will be a ſtrong 
Fete nptive evidence, that the goſpel | is from Gop; and 
We hall have opened a fair way toward that more direct 
proof, which I principally intend. 


„ lie ale of mankind is naturally ſuch, as greatly 
to necd a divine revelation.“ 


I ſpeak not here of man in his original late; though 
even then, as many have largely ſhewn, ſome inſtruction 
from above ſeemed neceſlary to ien him of many 
parti iculars, which it was highly expedient that he ſhould 
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condition in which he now ſo evidently lies, by what- 
ever means he was brought into it. It is an eaſy thing 
to make florid encomiums on the pertettion of natural 
light, and to deceive unwary readers with an ambiguous 
term, (which thali ſometimes ſignity all that appears even 
to the divine underitanding, and ſometimes no more than 
the meaneſt of the human race may, or than they actu- 
ally do attain;) but let tatt ſpeak, and the controverſy 
will ſoon be determined, I appeal to all, that are ac- 
quainted with the records of antiquity, or that have any 
Knowledge of the moſt credible accounts of the preſent 
ſtate of thoſe countries where Chriſtianity is unknown, 
whether it is not too obvious a truth, that the whole 
heathen world has lain, and ſtill lies in wickedneſs, 
Have not incomparably the greater part of them been 
perpetually bewildered in their religious notions and 
practices, vaſtly differing from each other, and almoſt 
equally differing on ail ſides from the probable appear- 
ances of truth ond reaſon? Is any thing fo wild as not 
to have been beheved, any thing ſo infamous as not to 
have been practiſed by them, wine they have not only 
pretended to juſtify it by reaſon, but have conſecrated it 
as à part of their religion? lo thats very day, what arc 
the diſcoveries of new nations in the American or Afri— 
can world, but generally ſpeaking, the opening of new 
ſcenes of cuormity? Rapine, Juſt, cruelty, human fa. 
crifices, and the moſt ſtupid 1dolatries, are, and for ought 
] can find, always have been, the morality and religion 
oi almoſt all the pagan nations under heaven: and to 
fay, that there have {til] been ſmothered ſparks of reaſon 
within, which, it cheriſhed, might have led them to truth 
and happineſs, is only faying, that they have been ſo 
much the more criminal, and therefore ſo much the 
more miſerable. 


But you live at home, and hear theſe things only by 
uncertain report. Look then around you within the 
inhere of your own obſervation, and ſee the temper and 
character of the generality of thoſe, who have been edu- 
cated in a Chriſtian, and even in a Proteſtant country. 
Obſerve their ignorance and forgettulneſs of the divine 
being, their impicties, their debaucheries, their fraud, 
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their oppreſſion, their pride, their avarice, their ambi- 
tion, their unnatural inſenſibility of the wants and ſor— 
rows and intereſts of each other; and when you fee how 
bad they generally are in the midſt of ſo many advantages, 
judge by that of the probable Kate of thoſe that want 
them. Judge upon theſe views, whether a revelation 
de an unnecellary thing. 


2. There is, from the light of nature, confidera- *? 


ble encouragement to hope, that Go D would tavour 
„ his creatures with {fo needtul a bleſſing as a revela- ?* 
tion appears.“ 


That a revelation is in itſelf a poſſible thing, is evident 
beyond all ſhadow of a doubt. Shall not he that made 
man's mouth, who has given us this wonderful faculty 
of diſcovering our ſentiments, and communicating our 
dea to each other, ſhall not he be able to converſe with 
his rational creatures, and by ſenſible manifeſtations, or 
by inward impreſſions, to convey the knowledge of 
things, which he beyond the ken of their natural facul- 
ties, and yet may be highly conducive to their advan- 
tage? To own a God, and to deny him ſuch a power, 
will be a notorious contradiction. But it may appear 
much more dubious, whether he will pleaſe to conter 
ſuch a favour on ſinful creatures. 


Now I acknowledge, that we could not certainly con- 
clude he would ever do it; conſidering on the one hand, 
how juſtly they flood expoſed to his final diſpleaſure; 
and on the other, what proviſton he had made by the 
frame of the human mind, and of nature around us, for 
giving us ſuch notices of himſelt, as would leave us in- 
exculable, if we either failed to know him, or to glorify 
him as GOD; as the apoſtle argues at large. Neverthe- 
leſs methinks, we ſhould have had ſomething of this kind 
to hope, from conſidering God as the indulgent father 
of his creatures; from oblerving the tender care which 
he takes of us, and the liberal ſupply which he grants 
for the ſupport of the animal life; eſpecially, from the 
provifion which he has made for man, conſidered as a 
guilty and calamitous creature, by the medicinal and 
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healing virtues which he has given to many of the pro- 
ductions of nature, which in a ſtate of pertett rettitude 
and happineſs, man would never have needed. This is 
a circuniflance, which ſeemed ſtrongly to intimate, that 
he would ſometime or another graciouſly provide ſome 
remedy to heal mens minds; and that he would interpoſe 
to inſtrutt them, in his own nature, in the manner ur 
which he is to be ſerved, and in the final treatment which 
they may expect from him. And 1 think, ſuch an a 
prehenſion feems very congruous to the ſentiments of 
the generality of mankind; as appears from the many 
pretences to divine rev elaizon winch have often been 
made, and the readineſs of multitudes to receive them on 
very {lender proots: this ſhews how naturally men ex - 
pect ſome ſuch kind interpolition of the deity ;—A 
thought, which might tarther be confirmed by ſome re- 
markable pallages ot heathen writers, Which I have not 
now tune particularly to mention, 


3. We may eaſily conclude, “that if a revelation *' 
Were given, it would be WI OWE" and tranſmitted * 
in ſuch a manner, as Chriſtianitz is {aid to have been. 


ec 
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IT is exceeding probable, for inſtance that it ſhould be 
raught, either by fore IIluſtrious perſon ſent down tron 
a ſuper riour world, or at leaſt by a man of eminent wilgom 


and piety, who Would himſelf have been, not only a tee 
cher, but an example, of univerſal inal In rarer 


10 this it ſeems probable, that he would be led through a 
{erics of calamity and diſtreſs; ſince otherwiſe he would 
not have been a pattern of the virtues, which adorn ad- 
verſity, and are peculiar to it, And it might alſo have 
been expected, that in the extremity of his diſtreſs, the 
bleſſed Gop, whoſe mellenger he was, ſhould, in ſome 
extraordinary manner, have interpoſed, cither to pre- 
ſerve, or to recover bim from death. 


It is moreover exceeding probable that ſuch a perſon, 
and perhaps alſo they who were at firſt employed as his 
mellengers to the world, ſhould be endowed with a power 
of working nuracles; both to awaken mens attention, and 
to prove a divinc miſſion, and the conſequent e of 
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their doftrines; ſome of which might perhaps not be 
capable of any other kind of proof; or if they were, it 
is certain that no method of arguing 1s ſo ſhort, ſo plain, 
and ſo forcible, and on the whole, ſo well ſuited to the 
convittion, and probably the reformation of mankind, as 
a courſe of evident, repeated, and uncontrouled miracles, 
And ſuch a method of proof is eſpecially adapted to the 
populace, who are incomparably the greater part of 
mankind, and for whoſe benefit, we may aſſure our- 
ſelves, a revelation would chiefly be defigned.—I might 
add, it was no way improbable, though not in itſelf cer- 
tain, that a diſpenſation ſhould open gradually on the 
world: and that the moſt illuſttious meſſenger of Gop 
to men ſhould be uſhered in by ſome predictions, which 
ſhould raiſe a great expettation of his appearance, and 
have an evident accompliſhment in him. 


As for the propagation of a religion ſo introduced, it 
feems no way improbable, that having been thus eſta— 
bliſhed in its firſt age, it ſhould be tranſmitted to future 


generations by credible teſtimony, as other important facts 


are. It is certain, that affairs of the utmoſt moment, 
which are tranſacted amongſt men, depend on teſtimony: 
on this voyages are undertaken, ſettlements made, and 
controverſies decided: controverſics, on which not on! 

the eſtates, but the lives of men depend. And though it 
muſt be owned, that ſuch an hiſtorical evidence is not 
equally convincing with miracles which are wrought be. 
fore our own eyes; yet it is certain, it may riſe to ſuch a 
degree as toexclude all reaſonable doubt. And I know not 
why we ſhould expect, that the evidence of a revelation 
ſhould be ſuch, as univerlatly to compel the immediate 
aſſiſtance of all to whom it is offered. To me it ſeems 
much more likely, that it ſhould be ſo adjuſted, as to be 
a kind of touch-ſtone to the tempers and characters of 
men; . capable indeed of giving ample ſatistattion to the 


diligent and candid enquirer, yet attended with ſome cir— 


cum ſtances, from whence the captious and perverſe might 
take occaſion to cavil and objet. Such might we ſap- 
poſe the evidence of the revelation would be, and ſuch 
it is maintained, that of Chriſtianity is. The teachers 
of it ſay, and undertake to prove, that it was thus intro- 
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14 
duced, thus eſtabliſhed, and thus tranſmitted; and we 


truſt, that this is a ſtrong preſumption in its favour ; 
eſpecially as we can add, 


4. That the main doctrines contained in the goſpel ” 
are of fuch a nature, as we might in general ſup- * 
poſe, thoſe of a divine revelation would be, rational, 
** practical, and fublime.” 


One would imagine, that in a revelation of a religion 
from God, the great principles of natural religion ſhould 
be clearly aſſerted, and ſtrongly maintained: Such TI 
mean, as the exiſtence, the unity, the pertettion, and 
the providence of Gop; the eſſential and immutable 
difference between moral good and evil; the obligation 
we are under to the various branches of virtue, whether 
human, ſocial, or divine; the value and immortality of 
the ſoul; and the rewards and puniſhments of a future 
ſtate. One would eaſily conclude, that all theſe parti— 
culars muſt be contained in it; and that upon the whole, 
it fhould appear calculated, to form mens minds to a 


proper temper, rather than to amuſe them with curious 
[peculations. 


It might indeed be farther ſuppoſed, and probably 
concluded, that fuch a revelation would contain ſome 
things, which could not have been learnt from the high- 
eſt improvements of natural light: and conſidering the 
infinite and unfathomable nature of the bleſſed Gop, it 
would be more than probable, that many things might 
be hinted at, and referred to, which our feeble faculties 
{l.ould not be able fully to comprehend. Yet we ſhould 
expect, to find theſe introduced in a practical view, as 
directing us to duties before unknown, or ſuggeſting 
powerful motives to make us reſolute and conſtant in 
the diſcharge of the reſt. As for ceremonial and poſi- 
tive inſtitutions, we ſhould imagine, at leaſt in the moſt 
perfect ſtare of the revelation, that they ſhould be but 
iew, and thoſe few plainly ſubſervient to the great pur- 
poles of practical religion. 

I ſhall only add, that foraſmuch as pride appears to 
be the molt reigning corruption of the human mind, and 

the 
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the ſource of numberleſs irregularities; it is exceeding 

robable, that a divine revelation ſhould be calculated, 
to humble the fallen creature, and bring it to a ſenſe of 
its guilt and weakneſs; and the more evidently that ten- 
dency appears, other things being equal, the greater rea- 
ſon there is to believe, that the original of ſuch a ſcheme 
is from above. 


Your own thoughts have undoubtedly prevented me 
in the application of theſe characters to the chriſtian re- 
velation, The juſtice of that application I muſt not 
now illuſtrate at large. But I mult beg leave to advance 
one remark, which will conclude what I have to fay on 
this general: which 1s, that as the chriſtian ſyſtem is 
undoubtedly worthy of Gp, ſo conſidering the manner 
in which it is ſaid to have been introduced, (ſeperate 
from the evidence of theſe tatis, which is afterwards to 
be conſidered) it is extremely difficult to imagine, from 
whom elſe it could have proceeded. 


I will readily allow, that neither the reaſonableneſs of 
its doctrines, nor the purity of its morals, will alone 
prove its divine original; ſince it is poſlible, the reaſon 
of one man may diſcover that, which the reaſon of ano- 
ther approves, as being, in itſelf conſidered, either true 
in theory, or uſeful in practice. But this is not all; for 
in the preſent caſe it is evident, that the firſt teachers of 
Chriſtianity profefled, that they were taught it by divine 
revelation, and that they were impowered by GOP with 
miraculous endowments for the confirmation of it Now 
if it were not indeed ſo as they protefled, how can we 
account for ſo ſtrange a phenomenon, as ſuch a dottrine 
introduced with ſuch pretences? If it were not from 
Gop, whence was it? from good, or from evil angels, 
or men? Wicked creatures, as our Lord ftrongly inti— 
mates, would never contrive and propagate ſo excellent 
a ſcheme; nor can we imagine, that holy angels, or 
righteous men, would thus be found falſe witnefles ot 
Gop, or have attempted to ſupport the cauſe of reli— 
gion and truth, by ſuch impious and notorious, falſhoods, 
as their pretenſions muſt have been, if they were tall- 
hoods at all. 

C2 And 


as the defenders of it aſſert; yet it would be ſtrangely 
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And thus much for the firſt branch of the argument: 
if you conſider the chriſtian ſcheme only in theory, it 
appears highly probable; ſince a revelation was ſo much 
needed, might ſo reaſonably be expected, and if it were 
ever given would, fo far as we can judge, be thus intro- 
duced, and be in the main attended with ſuch internal 
characters. And though we have not as yet expreſsly 
proved, that the goſpel was introduced in ſuch a manner, 
unaccountable, that ſo admirable a ſyſtem of truth and 
duty ſhould be advanced by the prince of darkneſs, and 
the children of wickedneſs; as it muſt have been, if the 

erſons firſt employed in the propagation of it were not 
endowed with power from on high. 

To embrace the goſpel is ſo fate, and on the whole, 
ſo comfortable a thing, that I think a wife man would 
deliberately and reſolutely veuture his all upon it, thongh 
nothing more could be offered for its confirmation, But, 
bleſſed be God, we have a great deal more to offer in this 
important cauſe; and can add, with ſtill greater confi- 
dence, that 1t 1s not only in theory thus probable, but, 


Secondly, That it is in fact certain, that Chriſtianity 
is indeed a divine revelation.” 


Here I confeſs the chief ſtreſs is to be laid; and there- 
fore I ſhall inſiſt more largely on this branch of the ar- 
gument, and endeavour, by the divine aſſiſtance, to prove 
the certainty of this great fact You will naturally ap- 
prehend, that I ſpeak only ot what is commonly called 
a moral certainty: but I need ſpeak of. no more; tor in 
many caſes, ſuch kind of evidence gives the mind as am- 
ple, and as rational a ſatisfaction, as it may find even in 
ſome ſuppoſed mathematical demonſtration; ſince there 
it is poſlible, at leaſt in a Jong deduttion of particulars, 
tor the moſt ſagacious of mankind to fall into a miſtake. 


Now in order to ſettle this grand point as clearly as ] 
can, I think 1t may be proper to prove, 


I. That the books of the New Teſtament, as they are 
| now 
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now in your hands, may be depended upon as written by 
the firſt preachers and publiſhers of Chriſtianity. And, 


II. That from hence it will certainly follow, that 
what they aflert is true, and that the religion they teach, 
brings along with it ſuch evidences of a divine authority, 
as may moſt juſtly recommend it to our acceptance. 


Each of thele heads might furniſh out matter for many 
volumes; but it 1s my buſineſs to hint at the moſt obvi- 
ous and important thoughts, by which they may briefly 
be illuſtrated and confirmed. 


I. I am to prove to you, That the books of the * 
Nee Jeſtament, now in your hands, were written by“ 
the firit preachers and publiſhers of Cluittianity,” 


You ſee I confine the preſent proof, to the books of 
the New Teſtament. Not that I think the authority of 
the Old to be ſuſpected, or the uſe of it by any means to 
be deſpiſed, Gop forbid! It is an invaluable treaſure, 
which demands our daily delightful and thankful peru- 
fal, and 1s capable of being defended in a manner which 
am perſuaded its ſubtileſt enemies will never be able 
to anſwer, But the nature of my preſent argument, and 
the limits of my time, oblige me at preſent to wave the 
proof of it; any farther than as it is implied in, and de- 
pendent upon, what I have more immediately in view. 

In the proceſs of the diſcourſe, though I ſhall ſtudi- 
ouſly avoid any oftentation of learning, yet it will be 
abſolutely neceſſary to aſſert ſome things, which cannot 
certainly be known, without ſome little acquaintance 
with ancient writers, You cannot, moſt of you, be ſup— 
poſed to have formed ſuch an acquaintance; but I take 
it for granted you will readily believe, that I will not 
lie for GoD nor talk deceitfully for him. I ſhall fay 
nothing of this kind, but what I know to be contained 
in thoſe writings; and you may aflure yourtelves, that 
no man of common ſenſe, whatever his moral or religious 
character were, would venture in ſuch an age as this, 
publicly to cite paſſages, as from authors in every ones 
hands, which he cannot prove to be contained in them. 


— — — — — — 
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Having premiſed theſe things, I go on to the argu- 
ment, and ſhall advance in it by the following degrees, 
I ſhall prove, that Chriſtianity is an ancient religion; 
that there was ſuch a perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth, 
crucified at Jeruſalem about ſeventeen hundred years 
ago;—that the firſt preachers of his religion wrote books, 
which went by the name of thoſe, that now make up the 
volume of our New Teſtament that they are preſerved 
in the original to the preſent tunes ;—and that the tran- 
flation of them, which you have, is in the main ſuch, as 
may be depended upon as faithful. And then I ſhall 
have clearly made out what I propoſed in this firlt part. 


1. It is certain, “that Chriſtianity is not a new reli- ** 
gion, but that it was maintained by great multitudes, ” 
* quickly after the time in which Jeſus is ſaid to have 
appeared.“ 


L 


That there was, conliderably more than ſixteen hun- 
dred years ago, a body of men, who went by the name 
of Chriſtians, is almoſt as evident, as that a race of men 
was then exiſting in the world; nor do I know, that any 
have ever been wild and confident enough to diſpute it. 
It any {hould for argument ſake queſtion it, they might 

uickly be convinced by a conſiderable number of 
-briſtian writers, who lived in the fame, or the next 


agen, and mention it as a thing notortouſly certain, that 


Chriſtianity was then of ſome ſtanding in the world; 
ſome of them giving directions and exhortations to their 
brethren, and others forming apologies, to their enemies, 
for which there could not otherwiſe have been the lealt 
foundation. We might have acquieſced in their teſti— 
mony, had it been alone; but it is confirmed by that of 

ews and Heathens, who, by their early invectives again {t 
the Chriſtians, do moſt evidently prove, that there was 
ſuch a body of men in the world. The moſt conſi— 
derable Roman hiſtorians, who lived in this age, and 
wrote of it, are Tacitus, and Suetonius, who both pub- 


liſhed 


* 


* Such as Clemens Romanus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Juſtin Martyr, 
Irenzus, Tatian, Athenagoras, and Theophilus Antiockenus, whe all 
wrote before the year 209, and ſome in the firſt century. 
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liſhed their writings above ſixteen hundred years ago, 
and they are always, and very juſtly appealed to, as preg- 
nant witneſſes upon this occaſion, —For Tacitus aſſures 
us, „that in Nero's days,” who begun his reign. about 
twenty years after the death of Chriſt, there was a vaſt 
multitude of Chriſtians, not only in Juda, but at Rome 
too; againſt whom Nero raiſed a perſecution, attended 
with ſuch circumſtances of 1gnominy and cruelty, as 
moved the compaſſion even of their enemies; of which 
number this hiſtorian evidently was. Nay he plainly 
intimates, that this was not the firſt attempt which had 
been made to cruſh them; though this attempt was ſo 
early as we have heard, ——H1s contemporary Suetonius, 
in his more conciſe manner, atteſts the ſame.—And Pliny, 
the intimate friend and correſpondent of both, being em- 


ployed in Trajan's time to perſecute the Chriſtians, 


writes an account of them to that emperor, which, 
though commonly known, muſt be mentioned as it is fo 
highly important. Atter having ſpoken very favourably 
of their moral character, he adds, “that many of both 
ſexes, and of every age and rank, were infected with this 
ſuperſtition;“ as he thinks fit to exprels it; “that it was 
gone into the villages, as well as the cities; and that, till 
he begun to put the laws in execution againſt them, the 
temples of the heathen deities were almolt deſerted, and 
hardly any could be found who would buy victims for 
them It might be added, that Marcus Antoninus, 
who wrote a few years after Pliny, mentions the Chriſ— 
tians, *as examples of a reſolute and obſtinate contempt 
of death:“ and it is generally ſuppoſed, they are the 
Galileans, whom Epictetus ſpeaks of, as thoſe whom 
practice had taught to deſpile the rage of their armed 


enemies.“ 


I ſhall diſmiſs this head with obſerving, that it tends 
greatly to the confirmation of Chriſtianity, that each of 
theſe celebrated and ancient pagan writers, at the ſame 
time they atteſt the exiſtence of ſuch a body of men pro- 
felling it, inform us ot thoſe extreme perſecutions 8 
they underwent, in the very infancy of their religion; a. 
fact alſo farther apparent from the apologies addreſſed by 
the Chriſtians to their perſecutors, which, whatever im— 
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perfections may attend the manner in which ſome of 
them are writ, appear to me ſome of the moſt valuable 
remains of antiquity, (the ſacred records only excepted) 
eſpecially thoſe of Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, and Minu- 
tius Fachx, This fundamental point is then abun : 
dantly made out; that there were vaſt numbers of men, 
very quickly after the time when Jeſus is ſaid to have 
appeared upon earth, who profeſſed his religion, and 
chote to endure the greateſt extremities, rather than they 
would abandon it. From hence it will be eaſy to ſhew, 


2. That there was certainly ſuch a perſon as Jeſus * 
ok Nazareth, who was crucihed at Jeruſalem, When!“ 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor there.” 


It can never be imagined, that multitudes of people 
ſhould take their name from Chrift, and ſacrifice their 
lives for their adherence to him, even in the ſame age in 
which he is ſaid to have lived, if they had not been well 
allured, there was ſuch à perſon. Now ſeveral of the 
authors I have mentioned plainly aſſert, that the Chri{- 
tians were denominated from Chriſt ; nay, Tacitus ex- 
preisly adds, “that he was put to death under Pontius 
Pilate, who was procurator of Tudza, in the reign of 
1werms.” And it is well known, that the primitive 
Chriſtian apologiſts, often appeal to the atts of Pilate, 
or the memoirs of his government, (which he, according 
to the cuſtom of other procurators, tranſmitted to Rome 
as containing an account of theſe tranſattions : and as the 
appeal was made to thoſe, who had the command of the 
publick records, we may aſſure ourſelves fuch teſlimo- 
nies were then extant, But it is a fact, which our ene- 
mies never denied: they owned it, they even gloried in 
it, and upbraided the Chriſtians with it. The Jews 
therefore in ſome of their earlieſt writings fince thoſe 
times, call Jefus by the ignominious name of „the man 
who was hanged, or crucified,” and his followers, “the 


ſervants of the crucihed perſon.” and Lucian rallies 


them for deferting the pompous train of the Heathen 
deities, to worſhip one whom he impioufly calls *fa cru- 
citied 1mpoltor.”'-—| Spartian allo aflures us, that the em- 
peror Alexander Severus entertained {uch high gue 
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of Chriſt, “that he would have admitted him into the 
number of his deities, and have built a temple to him, 
had not his Fagan ſubjetts vigorouſly oppoſed it.“ And 
Porphyry, though an inveterate enemy to Chriſtianity, 
not only allowed there was ſuch a perſon, but honoured 
him as a moſt wile and pious man, approved by the 
Gods, and taken up into heaven for his diſtinguiſhed 
virtues,” | I might add a great deal more on this 
head; but it already appears as certain as ancient hiſtory 
can make it, and incomparably more certain than moſt 
of the facts which it has tranſmitted to us, that there was 
at the time commonly ſuppoſed ſuch a perſon as Chriſt, 
who profeſſed himſelf a divine teacher, and who gathered 
many diſciples, by whom his religion was afterwards 
publiſhed in the world, 


3. It is alſo certain, that the firſt publiſhers of this“ 
religion wrote books, which contained an account“ 
of the life and dottrine of Jeſus their maſter, ard 


which went by the name of thoſe that now make up 
our New Teſtament.” 
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It was in the nature of things exceeding probable, 
that what they had ſeen and heard, they would declare 
and publiſh to the world in writing; conſidering, how 
common books were in the age and countries in which 
they taught; and of how great importance an acquaint- 
ance with the hiftory and dottrine of Chriſt was, to the 
purpoſes which they ſo ſtrenuouſly purſued : but we 
have much more than ſuch a preſumptive evidence. 


The greateſt adverſaries of Chriſtianity muſt grant, 
that we have books of great antiquity, written ſome 
fourteen, others fifteen, and ſome ſixteen hundred years 
ago*; in which mention is made of the life of Chriſt, 
as written by many, and eſpecially by four of his diſci- 
ples, who by way of eminence are called the evangeliſts, 
Great pains indeed have been taken to prove, that ſome 
{purious pieces were publiſhed under the names of the 

| D apoſtles, 


* Such as Tatian, Irenzus, Tertullian; Clement Alexandrinus, 
Origen, Euſcbius, and many others. 
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apoſtles, containing the hiſtory of theſe things: but 
ſurely this muſt imply, that it was a thing known and 
allowed, that the apoſtles did write ſome narrations of 
this kind; as counterfeit coin implies ſome true money, 
which it is deſigned to repreſent. And I am ſure, he 
muſt be very little acquainted with the ancient eccleſi- 
aſtical writers, who does not know, that the primitive 
chriſtians made a very great difference between thoſe 
writings, which we call the canonical books of the New 
Teſtament, and others; which plainly ſhews, that they 
did not judge of writings, merely by the names of their 
pretended authors, but enquired with an accuracy becom- 
ing the importance of thoſe pretences. The reſult of 
this enquiry was, that the four Goſpels, the Acts, thir- 
teen epiftles of Paul, one ot Peter, and one of John, were 
received upon fuch evidence, that Euſebius, a moſt ac- 
curate and early critick in theſe things, could not learn 
that they bad ever been diſputed: and afterwards the re- 
maining books of the New Teſtament, Hebrews, James, 
the ſecond of Peter, the ſecond and third of lohn, Jude, 
and the Revelation, were admitted as genuine, and added 
to the reſt; though ſome circumſtances attending them 
rendered their authority for a while a little dubious. On 
the whole it is plain, the primitive Chriſtians were fo 
ſatisfied in the authority of theſe ſacred books, that they 
ſpeak of them, not only as credible and authentick, but 
as *cqual to the oracles of the Old Teſtament,” as di- 
vinely inſpired, as “the words of the Spirit,” as the law 
and organ of Gop,” and *as the rule of faith, which can- 
not be contradicted without great guilt;” with many 
other expreſhons of the like kind, which often occur in 
their diſcourſes. To which I may add, that in ſome of 
their councils, the New Teſtament was placed on a throne, 
to Ggnity their concern, that all their controverſies and 
actions might be determined and regulated by it. 


On the whole then, you ſee, that the primitive church 
did receive certain pieces, which bore the ſame titles 
with the books of our New Teſtament. Now I think it 
is evident, they were as capable of judging whether a 
book was written by Matthew, John, or Paul, as an an- 
cient Roman could be of determining whether Horace, 


Tully, 
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Fully, or Livy, wrote thoſe which go under their names, 
And I am ſure, the intereſt of the former was fo much 
more concerned in the writings of the apoltles, than that 
of the latter in the compoſitions of the poets, orators, or 
even their hiſtorians; that there is realon to believe, 
they would take much greater care to inform themſelves 
fully in the merits of the cauſe, and to avoid being im- 
poſed upon by artifice and fiction. Let me now ſhew, 


4. That the books of the New Teſtament have“ 
been preſerved in the main uncorrupted, to the pre- 
* ſent time, in the original language in which they 
„ were written. | 


This is a matter of vaſt importance, and bleſſed be 
Gop, it is attended with proportionable evidence; an 
evidence, in which the hand of providence has indeed 
been remarkably ſeen; for I am confident, that there is 
no other ancient book in the world, which may fo cer- 
tainly and ſo cafily, be proved to be authentick. 


And here, I will not argue merely from the piety of 
the primitive Chriſtians, and the heroick reſolution with 
winch they choſe to endure the greateſt extremities, ra- 
ther than they would deliver up their Bibles, (though 
that be a conſideration of ſome evident weight;) but 
{hall intreat you to conſider the utter impoſſibility of 
corrupting them. From the firſt ages, they were re- 
ceived, and read in the churches, as a part of their pub- 
lick worſhip, juit as Moſes and the prophets were in the 
Jewiſh ſynagogues; they were preſently ſpread far and 
wide, as the boundaries of the church were increaſed ; 
they were early tranſlated into other languages, of which 
tranſlations ſome remain to this day. Now when this 
was the caſe, how could they poſſibly be adulterated ? 
Is it a thing to be ſuppoſed, or imagined, that thouſands 
and millions of people ſhould have come together from 
diſtant countries; and that with all their diverſities of 
language, and cuſtoms, and I may add, of fentiments too, 
they ſhould have agreed on corrupting a book, winch 
they all acknowleilged to be the rule of their faith, and 
their manners, and the great charter by which they held 
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their eternal hopes. It were madneſs to believe it: 
eſpecially when we conſider what numbers of hereticks 


appeared in the very infancy of the church, who all pre- 


tended to build their notions on ſcripture, and moſt of 
them appealed to it as the final judge of controverſies; 
now it is certain, that theſe different parties of profeſſin 
Chriſt:ans were a perpetual guard upon each other, and 
rendered 1t impoſſible for one party, to prattice groſly 
on the facred books, without the diſcovery, and the cla- 
mour of the reſt. 


Nor muſt I omit to remind you, that in every age, 
from the apoſtl-s time to our own, there have been num- 
berleſs quotations made from the books of the New Tef- 
tament; and « multitude of commentaries in various lan- 


guages, and ſome of very ancient date, have been written 


upon them: ſo that if the books themſelves were loſt, I 
believe they might in a great meaſure, if not entirely, be 
recovered from the writings of others. And one might 
venture to ſay, that if all the quotations, which have ever 
been made from all the ancient writings now remaining 
in Europe, were to be amaſled together, the bulk of them 
would be by no means comparable, to that of the quota- 
tions taken from the New Teſtament alone. So that a 
man might with a much better face diſpute, Whether the 
writings aſcribed to Homer, Demoſthenes, Virgil, or 
Cæ ſar, be in the main ſuch as they left them; than he 
could queſtion it concerning thoſe of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Peter, James, and Paul, whether they are 
in the main ſo. 


I fay, in the main, becauſe we readily allow, that the 
hand of a printer, or of a Tranſcriber, might chance in 
ſome places to inſert one letter or word for another, and 
the various readings of this, as well as of all other an- 
cient books, prove, that this has ſometimes been the 
caſe. Nevertheleſs thoſe various readings are generally 
of ſo little importance, that he who can urge them as an 
objettion againſt the aſſertion we are now maintaining, 
muſt have little judgment, or little integrity; and indeed, 
after thoſe excellent things which have been ſaid on the 
ſubject by many defenders of Chriſtianity, if he have 
read their writings, he muſt have little modeſty 1 

ince 
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Since then it appears, that the books of the New Tef. 
tament, as they now ſtand in the original, are, without 


any material alteration, ſuch as they were, when they 


came from the hands of the perſons whole names they 
bear; nothing remains to compleat this part of the argu. 
ment, but to ſhew, 


5. That the tranſlation of them, now in your hands, 
M may be depended upon, as in all things molt mate- 
rial, agreeable to the original.“ 


This is a fact, of which the generality of you are not 
capable of judging W yet it is a matter of 
great importance: it is therefore a very great pleaſure 
to :ne to think, what ample evidence you may find ano— 
ther way, to make your minds as ealy on this head, as 
you could reaſonably wiſh them. I mean, by the con- 
current teſtimony of others, in circumſtances in which 
you cannot imagine they would unite to deceive you, 


There are, to be ſure, very few of us, whoſe office it 
is publickly to preach the goſpel, who have not exam- 
ined with care, and who are not capable of judging in ſo 
ealy a caſe, I believe you have ſeen few in the place 
where I now ſtand, that could not have told you, as I 
now ſolemnly do, that, on a diligent compariſon of our 
tranſlation with the original, we find that of the New 
Teſtament, (and I might alſo add, that of the Old) in 
the main faithful and judicious, You know indeed, that 
we do not ſcruple on ſome occaſions to animadyert upon 
it; but you alſo know, that theſe remarks affect not the 
fundamentals of religion, and ſeldom reach any farther 
than the beauty of a figure, or at molt the connection of 
an argument, Nay, I can confidently ſay, that to the 
beſt of my knowledge and remembrance, as there is no 
copy of the Greek, ſo neither is there any tranſlation of 
the New Teſtament which I have ſeen, whether ancient 


or modern, how detettive and faulty ſoever, from which 


all the principal facts and doctrines of Chriſtianity might 
not be learnt, ſo far as the knowledge of them is neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, or even to ſome conſiderable degrees 
of cdification in piety, Nor do I except from this 3 

| mark, 
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mark, even that moſt erroneous and corrupt verſion, 
publiſhed by the Engliſh Jeſuits at Rheims, which is 
undoubtedly one of the worlt that ever appeared in our 
language. | 

But I defire not, that with reſpect to our own tranſla. 
tion of the New Teſtament, a matter of ſo great moment 
as the fidelity of it ſhould reit on my teſtimony alone, 
or entirely on that of any of my brethren, for whole in- 
tegrity and learning you may have the greateſt and juſteſt 
elteem. I rejoice to ſay, that this is a head, on which 
we cannot poſhbly decerve you, if we were ever ſo de- 
firous to do it. And indeed in this reſpect, that is our 
advantage, which in others is our great calamity, I mean 
the diverſity of our religious opinions. It is certain, 
that whereſoever there is a body of diſſenters from the 
publick eſtabliſhment, who do yet agree with their bre. 
thren of that eſtabliſhment in the uſe of the ſame tranſla- 
tion, though they are capable of examining it, and judg- 
ing of it; there 1s as great evidence as could reaſonably 
be deſired, that ſuch a tranſlagion is in the main right: 
for if it were in any conſiderable argument corrupted, 
moſt of the other debates would quickly loſe themſelves 
in this: and though ſuch diflenters had all that candour, 
tenderneſs, and reſpect for their fellow Chriſtians, which 
J hope we ſhall always endeavour to maintain, yet they 
would, no doubt, think themſelves obliged in conſcience 
to bear a warm and loud teſtimony againſt lo crying an 
abomination, as they would another day appear free ws 
the guilt of a confederacy, to poiſon the publick foun- 
tains, and deſtroy the fouls of men, But we make no 
complaint on this ſubjett; we all unite in bearing our 
teſtimony to the oracles of GoD, as delivered in our 
own language. Oh that we were equally united in regu- 
lating our doctrine, and our diſcipline, our worlhip, and 
our practice by them. 

You fee then, on the whole, how much reaſon there is 
to believe, “that the books of the New Teſtament, as 
they are now in your hands, were written by thoſe whoſe 
names they bear, even the hir{t preachers and publiſhers 
of Chriſtianity.” This 1s the grand paint; and from 
hence it wil follow by a train of caly and natural con- 

3 ſequences, 
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ſequences, that the goſpel is moſt certainly true: but 
that is a topic of argument, abundantly ſufficient to fur- 
niſh out matter for another difcourſe. May Gop com- 
mand his bleſſing on what has been already laid before 
us, that through the operation of his ſpirit, it may be 
uſeful for eſtabliſhing our regard to the ſcripture, and 
for confirming our faith in that Almighty Redeemer, 
who is the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the 
end, the firſt and the laſt; whom to know is life ever- 
laſting, and in whom to believe is the great ſecurity of 
gur eternal ſalvation! Amen. 


— —— —— — _— 


SERMON II. 


THE EviIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY, DEDUCED 
FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ALLOWED TO 
BE GENUINE, 
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e bote not followed cunning!y detſed Fables. 
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AJ HEN we are addreſſing ourſelves to an audience of 
| profeſſing Chriſtians, I think, we may reaſonably 
take it for granted, in the main courſe of our miniſtry, 
that they believe the truth of the goſpel, and may argue 
with them on that ſuppoſition. To be ever laying the 
foundation would be the part of an unwiſe builder, and 
be greatly detrimenial to your ediiication and comtort, 
and I may add, to our own. Nevertheleſs Chriſtians, 
we do not deſire, that vou ſhould take it merely upon 
our word, that your religion is divine, and your f{criptures 
inſpired. We defire, that your faith, as well as your 
worſhip, ſhould be a reaſonable ſervice; and with, that, 
in this re{pett, all the Lord's people were as prophets; 
that as every Chriſtian is in his ſphere ſet for the defence 
of the goſpel, each might in ſome meaſure be able to 
aſſert its truth, and if poſſible, to convince gainſayers. 
Therefore, as we are often hinting at the chief arguments, 
on which this ſacred cauſe is eſtabliſhed, (eſtabliſhed, I 
truſt, fo firmly, that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it;) ſo I thought it might be agreeable and ule- 
ful, on this occaiion, to ſtate them a little more largely, 
in their proper connection, and mutual dependance. 
And I choſe the rather to do it, as theſe ſermons are 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially intended for young people, who in an age in 
which infidelity ſo much abounds, can hardly expect to 
paſs through the world, if they are called to converſe 
much in it, without ſome attacks on their faith; which 
may be very dangerous, it they are not provided with 
ſome armour of proof againſt them. It is indeed, (as I 
before obſerved) above all things to be deſired, that the 
heart may be eltabliſhed with grace; for we are then 
molt fecure from the danger of forgetting Gop's pre- 
cepts, when they have been the blelled means of quick- 
ening us to a divine life. Yet as other arguments have 
their uſe, and in ſome degree their neceſſity too, I ſhall 
go on briclly to propole them. | 

beg therefore, that you would renew your attention, 
while I reſume the thread of my diſcourſe, in an entire 
dependance on the bleſſed Spirit, by whom the goſpel 
was at firſt revealed and confirmed, to add ſucceſs to this 
humble attempt for its ſervice, and for your edification. 


I am now ſhewing you, that Chriſtianity, which be— 
fore appeared in theory probable and rational, has in fact 
a convincing evidence: not only that it may be, but that 
it certainly is true; as it is certain, that the New Teſta} 
ment, as now in your hands, is genuine ;—and as it may 
with great evidence be argued from thence, that the 
goſpel is a revelation from GOD. The firſt of theſe 
points I have endeavoured to prove at large; and with- 
out repeating what J faid in confirmation of it, I now 
proceed to lhew, 


II. That from allowing the New Teſtament to be 
genuine, it will certainly follow, that Chriſtianity * 
is a divine revelation.” 


And here a man is at firſt, ready to be loſt in the 
multiplicity of arguments which ſurround him. It is 
very ealy to find proofs; but dithcult to range and dif- 
pole them in ſuch an order, as beft to illuſtrate and con- 
firm each other. Now I chuſe to offer them in the fol- 
lowing ſeries, which ſeems to me the moſt natural, and 
perhaps may be mo! intelligible to vou. 

| E, The 
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The authors of the books contained in the New Teſta— 
ment were certainly capable of judging ede the 


truth of the facts they atteſted ;—their character, ſo far 
as we can judge of it by their writings, renders them 
worthy of regard;—and they were under no temptation 
to attempt to impoſe on the world by ſuch a ſtory as they 
have given us, if it had been falſe: ſo that conſidering 
all things, there 1s no reaſon to believe they would at- 
tempt 1t:—but if they had, they muſt probably have 
per:ſhed in the attempt, and could never have gained 
credit in the world, had their teſtimony been falſe. 
Nevertheleſs it is certain in fact, that they did gain credit, 
and ſucceed in a molt amazing manner againit all oppo- 
ſition. It is certain therefore, that the facts they al- 
iert were true; and if they were true, then it was reaſon- 
able for their contemporaries, and is reaſonable for us, 
to receive the goſpel as a divine revelation; — eſpeciallh, 
if we confider what has happend in the world for the 
confirmation of it, ſince it was firft propagated bv them, 
This is the concluſion, to which I was to lead you; and 
I beg, you would ſeriouſly conſider each of the Reps, by 
Which we arrive at it. 


1 It is exceeding evident, “that the writers of the 
% New Teſtament certainly knew, whether the lacts 
they aſſerted were true, or falie,” 


And this they muſt have known tor this plain reaſon; 
becauſe they tell us, they did not trait merely to the 
report, even of perſons whom they thought molt credi— 
ble; but were preſent themſelves, when ſeveral of the 
moſt important fatts happened, and fo received them on 
the teſtimony of their own ſenles. On this St. John in 
his epiſtle lays a very great and reafonable ftreis: that 
which we have ſeen with our eyes, and that not only by 
a ludden glance, but which we have attentively looked 
upon, and which even our hands have handled ot the 
word of life, 1. e. of Chriſt and his goſpel, — declare we 
unto you, 


Let the common ſenſe of mankind judge here. Did 
not Matthew and John certainly know, whether they had 
| perſonally 
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perſonally and familiarly converſed with Jeſus of Naza- 
eth, or not? whether he had choſen them for his con- 
ſtant attendants and apoſtles? whether they had ſeen him 
heal the ſick, difpofleſs devils, and raiſe the dead? and 
whether they themſelves had received from him ſuch 
miraculous endowments, as they ſay he beſtowed upon 
them? Did not they know, Whether he fell into the 
hands of his enemies, and was publickly put to death, 
or not? Did not John know, whether he ſa him ex- 
piring on the croſs, or not? and whether he received 
trom him the dying charge which he records? Did he 
not know, w hether he ſaw him wounded in the fide with 
a ſpear, or not? and whether he d:d, or d1d not fee, that 

effuſton of blood and water, which was an inkallible ar- 
gument of his being really dead 7 Concerning which, it 
being ſo material a circumſtance, he adds, he that faw it 
hears record, and he knoweth that he faith true; i. e. that 
it was a caſe, in which he could not poſſibly be deceived, 
And with regard to Chrift's reſurrection, did he not cer- 

tainly know, whether he ſaw our Lord again and again; 
1 W hether he handled his boay, that he might be [ure 
it was not a mere phantom ? What one circumſtance 
of his lite could he certainly know, if he were miſtaken 


in this? 


Did not Luke know, whether he was in the ſhip with 
Paul, when that e; ctraordinary wreck happened, by which 
they were thrown athore on the illand of Malta? Did 
he not know, whether while they were lodged together 
in the governor's houſe, Paul miraculouſly healed one of 
the family, and many other diſcaſed per ſons in the :Hand, 
as he polity ely aſſerts that he did? 


Did not Paul certainly know, whether Chriſt appeared 
to him on the way to Damaſcus, or not? whether he was 
blind, and afterwards on the prayer of a tellow diſciple 
received his ſight? or was that a circumſtance, in w nien 
there could be room for miſtake? Did he not know 


whether he received ſuch extraordinary revelations, ala 
extraordinary Powers, as to be able, by the impoſition of 
his hands, or by the words of his mouth, to work mira- 
cles, and even to convey ſupernatural endowments to 
others? 
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To add no more, did not Peter know, whether he 
ſaw the glory of Chriſt's transfiguration, and heard that 
voice to which he ſo expreſsly refers, when he ſays in 
the text, we have not followed cunningly deviled fa- 
bles,''——<©but were eve witneſſes of his majeſty,” _— 
*when there came ſuch a voice to him;''\———*and this 
voice we heard?“ 


Now Matthew, John, Luke, Paul, and Peter, are by 
far the moſt conſiderable writers of the New Teſtament; 
and I am ſure, when you reflett on theſe particulars, 
you muit own, that there are few hiſtorians, ancient or 
modern, that could fo certainly judge of the truth of the 
facts they have related. You may perhaps think, I have 
enlarged too much in ſtating ſo clear a caſe: but you 
will pleaſe to remember, it is the foundation of the whole 
argument; and that this branch of it alone cuts off inf. 
dels from that refuge, which I believe they would gene- 
rally chuſe, that of pleading the apoſtles were enthuſiaſts; 
and leaves them filent, unleſs they will ſay they were 
impoſtors: for you evidently ſee, that could we ſuppoſe 
theſe facts to be falſe, they could by no means pretend 
an involuntary miſtake, but muſt, in the moſt criminal 
and aggravated ſenſe, as Paul himſelt expreſſes it, be 
found falſe witneſſes of Gop. But how reaſonable it 
would be to charge them with ſo notorious a crime, will 
in part appear, it we conſider, 


2, „That the character of theſe writers, ſo far as we“ 
* can judge by their works, feems to render them“ 
* worthy of regard, and leaves no room to imagine“ 
„they intended to deceive us.“ 


I ſhall not Ray to ſhew at large, that they appear to 
have been perſons of natural ſenſe, and at the time of 
their writing, of a compoſed mind; for I verily believe, 
no man that ever read the New Teſtament with atten- 


tion, could believe they were idiots or madmen. Let 


the diſcourſes of Chriſt in the Evangeliſts, of Peter and 
Paul in the Acts, as well as many paſſages in the epiſtles 
be peruſed; and I will venture to ſay, he who is not 


charmed with them, muſt be 2 ſtranger to all the juſteſt 


rules 
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tules of polite criticiſm: but he who ſufſpects, that the 
writers wanted common ſenſe, muſt himſelf be moſt evi— 
dently deſtitute of it; and he who can ſuſpett, they might 
poſſibly be diflratted, muſt himſelf, in this inftance at 
leaſt, be juſt as mad as he imagines them to have been, 

It was neceſſary however juſt to touch upon this; 
becauſe, unleſs we are ſatisfied, that a perſon be himſelf 
in what he writes, we cannot pretend to determine his 
charatter from his writings. Having premiſed this, 1 
muſt intreat you, as you peruſe the New Teſtament, to 
obſerve what evident marks it bears, of ſimplicity and 
integrity, of you and benevolence: which when you 
have obſerved, you will find them pleading the cauſe of 
its authors, with a reſiſtleſs, though a gentle eloquence; 
and powertully perſuading the mind, that men who were 
capable of writing fo excellently well, are not, without 
the ſtrongeſt evidence, to be ſuſpected of acting fo deteſt. 
ably ill, as we muſt fuppole they did, if in this ſolemn 
manner, they were carrying on an impoſture, in ſuch 
circumſtances as attended the cale before us. For, 


(1.) The manner in which they tell their amazin 
ſtory, is moſt happily adapted to gain our belief. For as 
they tell it with a great detail of circumſtances, which 
would by no means be prudent in legendary writers, be- 
cauſe it leaves ſo much the more room tor contutation ; 
fo they alſo do it in the moſt ealy and natural manner. 
There is no air of declamation and harangue; nothing 
that looks like artiſice and deſign: no apologies, no en— 
comiums, no Characters, no rellections, no digreſſions: 
but the facts are recounted with great ſimplicity, jaſt as 
they ſeem to have happened; and thoſe tatts are left io 
ſpeak for themſelves, and their great author, It is plain, 
that the reſt of theſe writers, as well as the apoſtle Paul, 
did not affect excellency of ſpeech, or lights of eloquence, 
(as the phraſe ſigniſies) but determined to Know nothing, 
though amongſt the moſt learned and pointe, fave ſeius 
Chriſt, even him that was crucified ; a conduct, that is 
the more to be admired, when we conſider how extras 
dinary a theme theirs was, and with what abundant 
variety of moſt pathetick declamation it would eality 

tiave 
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have furniſhed any common writer; ſo that one would“ 
really wonder, how they could forbear it. But they 
rightly judged, that a vain affectation of ornament, when 
recording ſuch a ſtory as of their own knowledge, might 
perhaps have brought their-ſincerity into queſtion, and 
{o have rendered the croſs of Chriſt of none effect, 


(2.) Their integrity does likewiſe evidently appear in 
the freedom with which they mention thoſe circum- 
ſtances, which might have expoſed their maſter and them- 
ſelves to the greateſt contempt, amongſt prejudiced and 
inconſiderate men; ſuch as they knew they mult gene- 
rally expett to meet with. —-As to their maſter, they 
{cruple not to own, that his country was inkamous {a}, 
his birth and education mean (%), and his lite indigent /c); 
that he was moſt diſdainfully rejected by the rulers (%, 
and accuſed of ſabbath-breaking (e), blaſphemy /, and 
ſedition (g); that he was reviled by the populace, as a 
debauchee (%, a lunatick (:), and a damomac (%; and 
at laſt, by the united rage of both rulers and people, was 
publickly executed as the vileſt of maletattors, with all 


imaginable circumſtances of ignominy, ſcorn, and ab- 


horrence (/): nor do they ſcruple to own that terror and 
diſtreſs of ſpirit into which he was thrown by his ſufler— 
ings (2), though this was a circumſtance at which ſome 
of the Heathens took the greateſt offence, as utterly un- 
worthy ſo excellent and divine a perſon. As to them- 
ſelves, the apoſtles readily confeſs, not only the mean- 
neſs of their original employments (½%, and the ſcandals 
of their former life (o); but their prejudices, their fol- 
hes, and their faults, after Chriſt had konoured them 
with ſo holy a calling: they acknowledge their {lowneſs 
of apprehenſion under fo excellent a teacher (%), their 

unbeliet 
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unbelief 955 their Weg hs their ambition (s), their 
raſh zeal (7), and their fooliſh contentions (u). So that 
on the whole, they ſeem every where to forget, that the 
are writing of theniſelv es, and appear not at all ſolicitous 
about their own reputation, but only that they might 
repreſent the matter juſt as 1t was, whether they went. 
through honour or diſhonour, through evil report or 
good report (w), Nor 1s this all; tor, 


(3.) It is certain, that there are in their writings the 
moſt genuine traces, not only of a plain and honeſt, but 
a moſt pious and dey out, a moſt benevolent and generous 
diſpolition, Thele appear eſpecially in the epiſtolary 
parts of the New Teſtament, where indeed we ſhould 
moſt reaſonably expect to find them: and of theſe I may 
confidently affirm, that the greater progreſs any one has 
made, in love to Gov, in zeal for his glory, in a com- 
Pe Ane and generous concern for the preſent and fu- 

ture happineſs of mankind; the more humble, and can- 
did, and temperate, and pure he is; the more ardently he 
loves truth, and the more ſtcadily he 1s determined to 
ufer the oreatefl extremity in its defence; in a word, 
the more his heart is weaned from the preient world 
and the more it is fired with the proſpects of a glorious 
mmortality; the more pleaſure will he take in reading 
thole writings, the more will he reliſh the ſpirit which 
dilcovers ilelk! in them, and find, that as face anſwers to 
face in water, ſo do the traces of piety and goodneſs, 
which appear there, at ane er to thoſe which a good man 
feels in his own ſoul. Nay, I will add, that the warm 
and genuine workings of that excellent and holy temper, 
* 555 every where diſcov ers itſelf in the New Teſta. 
ment, have for many ages been the moſt effettual means 
of ſpreading ; a ſpirit of virtue and piety in the world; 
aud what of it is to be found in thele degenerate days, 
leems pri 1Cipally owing tO theſe incomparable and truly 
divine WIumgs., 
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Where then there are ſuch genuine marks of an ex- 
cellent charatier, not only in laboured diſcourſes, but in 
epiſtolary writings, and thoſe ſometimes addrefled to par- 
ticular and intimate friends, to whom the mind naturally 
opens itſelf with the greateſt freedom, ſurely no candid 
and equitable judge would lightly believe them to be all 
counterfeit; or would imagine, without ſtrong proof, 
that per ſous who breathe fuch exalted fentunents of vir- 
tue and piety, ſhould be guilty of any notorious wicked- 
neſs: and 11 proportion to the degree of enormity and 
aggravation attending ſuch a ſuppoled crime, it may juſtly 
be expetted, that the evidence of their having really com- 
mitted it, ſhould be unantwerably ſtrong and convincing. 

Now it is moſt certain, on the principles laid down 
above, that it the teſtimony of the apoſtles was falſe, 
they muſt have acted as deteſtable and villanous a part, 
as One can caſily conceive. To be found {as the apoſtle 
with his uſual energy expreſſes it) falſe witnefles of GOD 
in any fingle inſtance, and folemnly to declare him mi. 
raculouſly to have done, what we know in our own con- 
ſciences was never done at all, would be an audacious 
degree of impiety, to which none but the moſt abandoned 
of mankind could arrive, Yet, if the teſtimony of the 
apoſtles was falſe, as we have proved they could not be 
themſelves miſtaken in it, this muſt have been their con- 
duct. and that, not in one ſingle inſtance only, but in a 
thouſand. Their hte muſt, in eftett, be one continued 
and perpetual ſcene of perjury ; and all the moſt ſolemn 
actions of it, (in which they were ſpeaking to Gop, or 
ſpeaking of him as the Gob and father of Chriſt, from 
whom thev recerved their miſſion and powers), muſt be 
a moſt profane and daring inſult on all the acknowledged 
perfettions of his nature. | 

And the inhumanity of ſuch a conduct would, on the 
whole have been equal to its impiety: for it was decetv- 
ing men in their moſt important intereſts, and perſuad. 
ing them to venture tae whole future happineſs on the 
power and fidelity of one, whom on this ſuppoſition, 
they knew to have been an impoſtor, and juſtly to have 
infkered a capital pumſhment for his crimes, 

I: would have been great guilt, to have given the hearts 
and 
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and devotions of men ſo wrong a turn, even though they 
had found magiſtrates ready to eſpouſe and eſtabliſh, yea, 
and to inforce the religion they taught. But to labour 
to propagate it in the midſt of the moſt vigorous and ſe- 
vere oppoſition from them, muit equally inhance the 
guilt, and folly of the undertaking: for by this means. 
they made themſelves acceſſary to the ruin of thouſands; 
and all the calamities, which fell on ſuch proſelytes, or 


even on their remoteſt deſcendants, for the ſake of 


Chriſtianity, would be in a great meaſure chargeable on 
theſe firſt preachers of it. The blood of honeſt, yca, and 
(ſuppoſing them, as you muſt, to have been involuntarily 
deceived) of pious, worthy, and heroic perſons, who 
might otherwiſe have been the greateſt bleſſings to the 
publick, would, in effect, be crying for vengeance againſt 
them; and the diſtreſſes of the widows and orphans, 
which thoſe martyrs might leave behind them, would 
join to {well the account. 


So that on the whole, the guilt of thoſe malefactors, 
who are from time to time the victims of publick juſtice, 
even for robbery, murder, or treaſon, is ſmall, when 
compared with that which we have now been ſuppoſing: 
and corrupt as human nature 1s, 1t appears to me utterly 
improbable, that twelve men ſhould be found, I will not 
ſay, in one little nation, but even on the whole face of 
the earth, who could be capable of entering into ſo black 
a confederacy, on any terms whatſoever. 


And now, in this view of the caſe make a ſerious 
auſe, and compare with it, what we have juſt been ſay- 
ing of the character of the apoſtles of Jeſus, ſo far as an 
indifferent perſon could conjetture it from their writings; 
and then ſay, whether you can in your hearts believe 
them to have been theſe abandoned wretches, at once the 
reproach and aſtoniſhment of mankind? You cannot 
ſurely believe ſuch things of any ; and much leſs of them, 


unlels it ſhall appear, they were in ſome peculiar circum- 


ſtances of ſtrong temptation; and what thoſe circum- 

ſtances could be, it is difficult even for imagination to 
Conceive. 

But hiſtory is ſo far from ſuggeſting any unthought- 
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38 | 
of fact to help our imagination on this head, that it bears 


ſtrongly the contrary way; and hardly any part of my 
work is eaſter, than to ſhew, 


7 That they were under no temptation to forge a 
* ſtory ok this kind, or to publiſh it to the world, 
knowing it to be falſe.” 


They could reaſonably expect no gain, no reputation 
by it: but on the contrary, ſuppoſing it an impoſture, 
they muſt, with the moſt ordinary ſhare of prudence, 
have foreſeen infamy and ruin, as the certain conſe— 
quences of attempting it. For the grand foundation of 
their ſcheme was, that Jeſus of Nazareth, who was cru— 
cified at Jeruſalem by the Jewiſh rulers, was the Son of 
Gop, and the Lord of all things. I appeal to your con- 
ſciences, whether this looks at all like the contrivance 
of artful and deſigning men. It was evidently charging 
upon the princes of their country the moſt criminal and 
aggravated murder; indeed, all things conſidered, the 
moſt enormous act of wickedneſs, which the ſun had ever 
ſeen. They might therefore depend upon it, that theſe 
rulers Would immediately employ all their art and power, 
to confute their teſtimony, and to deſtroy their perſons. 
Accordingly one of them was preſently ſtoned, and ano- 
ther quickly after beheaded; and moſt of the reſt were 
ſcattered abroad into ſtrange cities, where they would be. 
ſure to be received with great prejudices, raiſed againſt 
them amongſt the Jews by reports from Jeruſalem, and 
vaſtly ſtrengthened by the expettations of a temporal 
Meſſiah; expectations, which, as the apoſtles knew by 
their own experience, it was exceeding difficult to root 
out of mens minds; expettations, which would render 
the doctrine of of Chriſt crucified, an inſuparable ſtum- 
bling block to the Jews, | | 


Nor could they expect a much better reception amongſt 
the Gentiles; with whom their buſineſs was, to perſuade 
them to renounce the Gods of their anceſtors, and to de- 
pend on a perſon who had died the death of a maletattor 
and a ſlave; to perſuade them to forego the pompous 
idolatries in which they had been educated, and all the 
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ſenſual indulgences with which their religion (if it might. 
be called a religion) was attended, to worſhip one invi— 
ſible GoD through one mediator, in the moſt plain and 
ſimple manner; and to receive a ſet of precepts, molt 
directly calculated to controul and reſtrain, not only the 
enormities of mens actions, but the irregularities of their 
hearts, A moſt difficult undertaking! And to engage 
them to this, they had no other arguments to bring, but 
ſuch as were taken from the views of an inviſible ſtate 
ot happineſs, or miſery, of Which they aflerted their 
crucified Jeſus to be the ſupreme diſpoler; who ſhould 
another day diſpenſe his bleſſings, or his vengeance, as 
the goſpel had been embraced, or rejetied. Now could 
it be imagined, that men would ealily be pertuaded, 
merely on the credit of their affirmation, or in complt- 
ance with their importunity, to believe things winch to 


their prejudiced minds would appear ſo improbable, and 


to ſubmit to impoſitions, to their corrupt inclinations fo 
inſupportable? And if they could not perſuade them to 
it, what could the apoſtles then expect? What, but to 
be inſulted as fools or madmen, by one ſort of people; 
and by another, to be perſecuted with the moſt ſavage 


and outrageous cruelty, as blaſphemers of the Gods, as 


ſeducers of the people, and as diſturbers of the publick 


peace? Ali winch we know accordingly happened: 
nay, they aſſure us, that their Lord had often warned 
them of it; and that they themſelves expected it, and 
thought it neceſſary to admoniſh their followers to ex- 
pect it too: and it appears, that far from drawing back 
upon that account, as they would ſurely have done it they 
tad been governed by ſecular motives, they became iv 


much the more zealous and courageous, and encouraged 
each other to reſiſt even to blood — Now as this is a 


great evidence of the integrity and piety of their charac- 
ter, and thus illuſtrates the lormer head; ſo it ſerves to 
the purpoſe now immediately in view, i. e. it proves 
how improbable it is, that any perion of common ſenſe 
ihould engage in an impoſture, from which (as many 
have juſtly obſerved) they could, on their own princi- 
ples, have nothing to expect, but ruin in this worid, and 
damnation in the next, When therefore we conſider, 
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40 
and compare their character, and their circumſtances, it 
appears utterly improbable on various accounts, that 
they would have attempted in this article to impoſe upon 
the world. But ſuppoſe, that in conſequence of ſome 
unaccountable, as well as unaiſcoverable frenzy, they 
had ventured on the attempt, it is ealy to ſhew, 


4. That humanly ſpeaking, they muſt quickly have & 
periſhed in it, and their fooliſh cauſe muſt have 
died with them, without ever gaining any credit in 
* the world.” 


37 


One may venture to ſay this in general, on the prin- 
ciples which I before laid down: but it appears ſtill 
more evident, when we conſider the nature of the fact 
they aſſerted, in conjunction with the methods they took 
to engage men to believe it: methods, which had the 
apoſtles been impoſtors, maſt have had the moſt direct 
tendency to ruin both their {ſcheme and themſelves. 


(1.) Let us a little more particularly reſlect on tlie 
nature of that grand fact, the death, refurrettion, and 
exaltation of Chriſt; which, as I obſerved, was the great 
foundation of the Chriſtian ſcheme, as firſt exhibited by 
the apoltles. The reſurrection of a dead man and his 
alcenſion into, and abode in the upper world, was ſo 
ſtrange a thing, that a thouſand objeétions would imme— 
Hateiy be raiſed againſt it; and fome extraordinary proof 
would juſtly be required as a balance to them. Now I 
with the rejetters of the goſpel would ſet themſelves to 
invent ſome hypotheſis, which ſhould have any appear- 
ance of probability, to ſhew how ſuch an amazing ſtor 
ſhould ever gain credit in the world, if it had not ſome 
very convincing proof, Where, and when, could it firſt 
begin to be received? Was it in the fame, or a ſuc- 
ceeding age? Was it at Jeruſalem, the ſpot of ground 
on which it is ſaid to have happened, or in Greece, or 
Italy, or Aſia, or Africa? You may change the ſcene, 
and the time, as you pleaſe; but you cannot change the 
difficulty. 

Take it in a parallel inſtance. Suppoſe twelve men 
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in London were now to affirm, that a perfon executed 
there as a malefattor in a publick manner, a month, or 
{ix weeks ago, or it you pleaſe, a year, or five, or ten 
years ſince, for it is much the ſame) was a prophet ſent 
from Gop with extraordinary powers, that he was raiſed 
from the dead, that they converſed with him after his 
revival, and at laſt ſaw him taken up into heaven: 
would their united teſtimony make them be believed 
there? Or ſuppoſe them, if you pleaſe, to diſperſe, 
and that one or two of them ſhould come hither, and go 
on to more diſtant places, ſuppole Leiceſter, Notting- 
ham, or York, and tell their ſtory there; and that others 
were to carry it over to Paris, or Amſterdam, or to Vi- 
enna, or Madrid: could they expett any more credit 
with us, or with them; or hope for any thing better, 
than to be looked upon as lunatic ks, and treated as ſuch? 
And it they thould go into other places, and attempt to 
mend their ſcheme, by ſaying their maſter was put to 
death 100, or 200 years ago, when there could be no 
hiſtorical evidence of it diſcovered, and no proof given 
but their own confident aflertion : would they remove, 
or would they not rather increaſe, the difficulty? - -Or 
would they, in any of theſe caſes, gain credit by the 
moſt dexterous tricks of legerdemain, of which you can 
ſuppoſe them maſters ? Elpecially if they ſhould under- 
take, in conſequence of ſuch ſuppoled fatts, to engage 
men to renounce the religion in which they had been 
educated; to deny themſelves in their deareſt paſſions, 
and moſt important worldly intereſts; and even, proba 
bly, to hazard their hberties and their hives, in depen- 
dance on a future-reward, to be received in a place and 
ſtate, which no man living on carth had ever ſeen or 
known? You would readily allow this to be an inſup- 
poſable caſe: and why ſhould you ſuppoſe it to have 
happened ſixteen or ſeventeen hundred years ago? You 
may aſlure yourſelves, that the reaſon, and the paſhons 
of mankind, were then as ſtrong, as they are now.—But 
let us a little more particularly conſider, 


{2.) The manner, in which the apoſtles undertook to 
rove the truth of their teſtimony to this fact; and it 
will evidently appear, that iuilcad of confirming their 
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ſcheme, it muſt have been ſufficient utterly*to have over- 
thrown 1t, had it been itſelf the moſt probable impoſture 
that the wit of man could ever have contrived, — You 
know, they did not merely aflert, that they had ſeen 
miracles w rought by this Jeſus, but that he had endowed 
themſelves with a variety of miraculous powers. And 
theſe they undertook to diſplay, not in ſuch idle and 
ulelels tricks as fleight of Land miglit perform, but in 
ſach ſold, and important works, as appeared worthy a 
divine interpaftion, and entirely ſuperior to human 
power: elloring. as they pretend, ſight to the blind, 
Foundneſi to lepers, activity to che lame, and in fome 
1:1fagoces, lite to the dead Nor were theſe things un- 
dertaken 10 a corner, in a Circle of friends, or dependants; 
nor were they ſaid to be wrought on ſuch, as might be 
" ipetred 01 being contederates in the fraud : but they 
ore done often in the publick ſtreets, in the fight of 
enemies, on che perſons of ſuch, as were utter fra angers 
to the apoliies, but lometimes w ej] known to neighbours 
and [pectators, as having long laboured under th ꝛeſe cala- 
mities, to human {kill witerly incurable. Would im- 
tors have made ſuch pretenſions as theſe? Or, if 
they had, muſt they not immediately have been expoſed 
and ruined ? 


Nor is there any room at all to objett, that perhaps the 
apoſtles might not undertake to do theſe things on the 
foot, but only aſlert they had done them elſewnere: for 
even then, it would have been 1mpotſiible they ſhould 
have gained credit; and they would have ſeemed the leſs 
credible, on account of ſuch a pretence. Whatever ap- 
peerances there might have been of gravity, integrity and 
piety, in the converſation of Peter, (for inen de ver 
tew, eſpecially tew that had TR, but little of him, 
would have taken it upon his word, that he ſaw Jeſus 
raiſe Lazarus from the dead at Bethany : but lewer yet 
would have believed it upon his athrmation, had it been 
ever ſo folenin, that he had himſelf railes Dorcas at 
joppa; unleſs he had done ſome extraordinary work be— 


fore hots correſpondent at leaſt, if not equal to that, 


You will ealily think of Loineible objections, which 
Otherwile might have been made; and undoubtedly, the 
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more ſuch aſſertions have been multiplied, every new 
perſon, and ſcene, and fact, had been an additional ad- 
vantage given to the enemy, to have detected and con- 
futed the whole ſcheme, which Peter and his allociaies 
had thus endeavoured to eſtabliſh. 


But to come flill cloſer to the point: if the New 
Teſtament be genuine, (as I have already proved it) then 
it is certain, that the apoſtles pretend to have wrought 
miracles in the very preſence of thoſe, to whom their 
writings were addrefled; nay more, they protels likewiſe 
to have conferred thoſe miraculous gifts, in ſome conſi- 
derable degrees, on others, even on the very per ſons to 
whom they write: and they appeal to their conſciences 
as to the truth of it. And could there poſſibly be room 
for deluſion here? It is exceedingly remarkable to this 
purpoſe, that Paul makes this appeal to the Corinthians, 
and Galatians, when there were amongſt them ſome per- 
ſons diſafſetted to him, who were taking all opportuni⸗ 
ties to ſink his character, and deſtroy his influence , and 
could they have withed for a better opportunity, than 
ſuch an appeal? An appeal, which, had not the fat it 
ſuppoſed been certain, far from recovering thoſe that 
were wavering in their eſteem, muſt have been ſufficient 
utterly to diſguit his moſt cordial and ſteady triends,— 


And the ſame remark may be applied to the advices and 


reproofs, which the apoſtle there g gives, relating to the 
uſe and abuſe of their ſpiritual gifts; which had been 
moſt notoriouſly abſurd, and even ridiculous, had not 
the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, been really poſletled 
of them. And theſe gifts were 0 plainly ſupernatural, 

that (as it has often been obſerv ed) if- it be allowed, 

that miracles can prove a divine revelation, and that the 
firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians be genui 5 (of which, by 
the way, there 1s at leaſt as pregnant ev idence, as that 
any part of the New Teſtament is fo) then it follows by 
a ſure and eaſy conſequence, that Chriſtianity is true. 
Nevertheleſs other r arguments are not to be forgot in this 
ſurvey. And therefore, as I have proved under this 


head, that had the teſtimony of the apoilles been falſe, it 

is not to be imagined, that they couid have gained credit 

at all; and eſpectatly, when they tad put the proot of 
the: 
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their cauſe on fuch a footing, as we are ſure they did; 
I am now to ſhew you, 


5. „That it is certain in fact, that the apoſtles did“ 

gain car ly credit, and. ſucceeded ina moſt wonderful“ 
manner; from whence i it will follow, that their teſti- 
mony was true, 


That the apoſtles did indeed gain credit in the world, 
1s evident from what I before offered to prove, the early 
prevalence of Chriſtianity in it; and may farther be con- 
firmed, from many paſſages in the New Teſtament. And 
here, I inſiſt not ſo much on expreſs hiſtorical teſtimo— 
nies, though ſome of them are very remarkable; eſpe- 
cially that of the brethren at Jeruſalem, who ſpeak of 
many myriads of believing Jews aſſembled at the teaſt 
of Pentecoſt. But I argue from the epiſtles written to 
ſeveral churches, which plain] prove, that there were 
congregations of Chriſtians in ome, Corinth, Epheſus, 
Coloſſe, Theſſalonica, Phillippi, Laodicea, Smy rna, Per- 
gamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Crete, Pontus, 
.Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, and Bichynia, and many other 
places; inſomuch that one of the apoſtles could ſay, that 
*Chriſt had ſo wrought by him, to make the Gentiles ” 
* obedient. not only in word” or profeſſion, *but in!“ 
© deed too, that from Jeruſalem, even round about unto ” 
„ Hlyricum, he had fully preached the goſpel of Chriſt,” 
or as the word imports, had accompliſhed the purpoſes of 
it And there is a great deal of reaſon, both from the 
nature of the thing, and from the teſtimony of ancient 
hiſtory, to believe, that others of the apoſtles had conſid- 
erable ſuccels elſewhere: ſo that Paul might with reaſon 
apply to them and their dottrine, what is originally 
ſpoken of the luminaries of heaven and the inſtruction 
they communicate, “their line is gone out through al!“ 
the carth, and their words to the ends of the world.” 


So great was the number of thoſe, who were proſe. 
lyted to Chriſtianity by the preaching of the apoſtles: 
and we have all imaginable reaſon to believe, that there 
were none of all theſe proſelytes, but what were fully 


perſuaded 
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perſuaded of the truth of the teſtimony they bore; for 
otherwiſe, no imaginable reaſon can be given for their 
entering themſelves into fuch a profeſſion. I he apoſtles 
had no lecular terrors to affright them, no ſecular rewards 
to bribe them, no dazzling eloquence to enchant them : 
on the contrary, all theſe were in a powerful manner 
pleading againſt the apoilles: yet their teſtimony was 
received, and their new converts were ſo thoroughly ſa- 
tisfied with the evidence which they gave them ot their 
miſſion, that they encountered great perſecutions, and 
chearfully ventured eflate, liberty and lite itſelf, on the 
truth of the facts they aſſerted; as plainly appears from 
many pallages in the epiſtles, which none can think the 
apoſtles would have ever writ, it theſe firſt Chriſtians 
had not been in a perſecuted condition, 


Nor will it ſignily any thing to object, that moſt of 
theſe converts were perſons of a low rank, and ordinary 
education, who therelore might be more eaſily impoſed 
upon than others: for (not to mention Sergius Paulus, 
Dionyſus the Areopagite, or the domeſticks of Cæſar's 
houthold, with others of ſuperior ſtations in life) it is 
ſufhcient to remind you, that, as I have largely ſhewn 
the apoſtles did not put their cauſe on the iſſue of labour- 
ed arguments, in which the populace might S have 
been entangled and loſt, but on ſuch plain facts, as they 
might judge of as eaſily and ſurely, as any others; in- 
deed, on what they themſelves faw, and in part too, on 
what they felt. | 


Now I apprehend, this might be ſufficient to bring the 
matter to a ſatisfactory concluſion You have ſeen, that 
as there is no reaſon to believe, that the apoſtles, who 
certainly knew the truth, would have attempted a fraud 
of this kind; — ſo if they had attempted it, they cou'd not 
poſſibly have ſucceeded ;—neverthelefs they did ſucceed 
in a very remarkable manner;—whence it plainly fol- 
lows, that what they teſtified was true. 

And now then, after this, the reaſonableneſs of receiv— 
ing the goſpel, on admitting the truth of what they teſti. 
hed concerning Chriſt, is an caſy conſequence. Yet 
jome things are to be offered under this head, which are 
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of great weight, and would not ſo eonveniently have 
fallen under any of the former: and ſome conſiderable 
additional evidence to the truth of Chriſtianity ariſes, 
from what has happened in the world, ſince its firſt pro- 
pogation And therefore 1 chuſe rather to make a diſ- 
tinét diſcourſe on theſe, with the improvement of the 
whole, than to throw together the hints of them, in ſo 
haſty a manner as I muſt do, ſhould I attempt to diſpatch 
the ſubjett in this diſcourſe, the juſt limits of which 1 
have already tranſgrefled, left the great chain of the argu- 
ment ſhould be broken. 


SERMON III. 


ADDITIONAL EèeIDENCES of CHRISTIANITY, 
AND REFLECTIONS ON THE WHOLE. 
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Je have not followed cunningly deviſcd Fab les. 


| AS I had before prov ed the books of the New Teſta. 
ment to be genuine, 1 procecded 1 in my laſt diſe ourſe, 
to argue from thence the certain truth of the Chriſtian 


revelation; and we have made ſome conſiderable pro- 
greſs in the argument. 


The matter in ſhort ſtands thus. J 


The authors ot 


the New Teſtament certainly knew, whether the facts 


they aſſerted were true, or falſe; ſo chat they could not 
themſelves be deceived:—neither can we think they 
would attempt to deceive others, ſince they appear by 
their manner of writing, to have been perſons of great. 
integrity and goodneſs; and it is likewiſe evident, they 
could have no temptation to attempt a fraud of this na- 
ture: however, if they had attempted it, we cannot 
imagine they could have gained credit in the world, if 
the ta&ts they aſſerted had not been true .—neverthelcſs 
they did gain credit in a very remarkable manner; from 
whence it plainly follows, that thoſe facts were true.— 
Now LI am to ſhew farther, to compleat the proot of our 


grand propoſition, 


6. That admitting the facts which they teſtifhed " 
* concerning Chriſt to be true, then it was reaſonable ry 
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t for their contemporaries, and is reaſonable for us, 
* to receive the goſpel which they have tranſmitted * 
to us, as a divine revelation.” | 


The great thing they aſſerted was, that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt, and that he was proved to be ſo, —by prophecies 
accompliſhed in him, —and by miracles wrought by him, 
and by others in his name, Let us attend to each of 
theſe, and I am perſuaded we ſhall find them no contemp- 
tible arguments; but muſt be forced to acknowledge, 
thai the premiſes being eſtabliſhed, the concluſion moſt 
eaſily and neceſſarily follows: and ihis concluſion, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, taken in all its extent, 1s an abſtratt 
of the goſpel revelation, and therefore 1s ſometimes put 
for the whole of it. | 


The apoſtles, eſpecially when diſputing with the Jews, 
did frequently argue from “the prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament;” in which, they ſay, many things were ex- 
17 0 foretold, which were moſt literally and exactly 
tulfilled 3 of Nazareth. Now, greatly to the evi- 
dence, confirmation, and advantage of Chriſtianity, ſo it 
is, that theſe prophecies are to this day extant in their 
original language; and this, in the hands of a people, 
moſt implacably averſe to the goſpel: ſo that, an atten- 
tive reader may ſtill, in a great meaſure, ſatisfy himſelf, 
as to the validity of the argument drawn from them. 


On ſearching theſe ancient and important records, we 
find, not only in the general, that GoD intended to raiſe 
up for his people an illuſtrious deliverer, who, amongſt 
other glorious titles, is ſometimes called the Meſhah, or 
the anointed one: but we are more particularly told, that 
this great event ſhould happen, betore the government 
ceaſed in the tribe of Judah; while the ſecond temple 
was ſtanding; and a little before its deſtruttion, about 
490 years after a command given to rebuild Jeruſalem; 
which was probably iſſued out in the ſeventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, or at leaſt within a few years 
before, or after it, It is predicted, that he ſhould be the 
feed of Abraham, born of a virgin, of the houſe of Da- 
vid, in the town of Bethlehem; that he ſhould be ___ 
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ed with an extraordinary effuſion of the divine fpirit, in 
virtue of which, he ſhould not only be a perfect and 
illuſtrious example of univerſal holineſs and goodneſs, 
but ſhould alſo perform many extraordinary and beneht- 
cial miracles; nevertheleſs, that, for want of external 
pomp and ſplendour, he ſhould be rejetted and inſulted 
by the Jews, and at length be cut off and ſlain by them. 
It is added, that he ſhould ariſe from the dead before his 
body ſhould be corrupted in the grave: and ſhould be 
received up to heaven, and there ſeated at the right hand 
of Gop; from whence he ſhould in a wonderful man- 
ner pour out his ſpirit on his followers; in conſequence 
of which, though the body of the Jewiſh people periſhed 
in their obſtinate oppoſition to him, yet, the Gentiles 
ſhould be brought to the knowledge of the true Gop, 
and a kingdom eſtabliſhed amongſt them, which from 
mall beginnings ſhould ſpread itfelf to the ends of the 
carth, and continue to the remoteſt ages. 


Beſides theſe moſt material circumſtances, there were 
ſeveral others relating to him, which were either expreſs- 
iy forctold, or at leaſt hinted at; all which, with thoſe 
already mentioned, had ſo evident an accompliſhment in 
jeſus, allowing the truth of the facts which the apoitles 
teſtified concerning him) that we have no reaſon to Mon- 
der, that they ſhould receive the word with all readineſs, 
who ſearched the ſcriptures daily, whether theſe tiungs 
were ſo predicted there, as the apoſtles affirmed. For I 
am perſuaded, that no wiſe and religious perſon could 
imagine, that GOD would permit an impoſtor to arile, in 
whom ſo great a variety of predictions, delivered by ſo 
many different perſons, and in ſo many diſtant ages, 
ſhould have an exatt accompliſhment, 


When the apoſtles were preaching to Heathens, it is 
indeed true, that they generally waved the argument from 
prophecy, becauſe they were not ſo capable judges of it; 
but then they inſiſt on another, which might as ſoon cap- 
tivate their belief, and as juſtly vindicate it, I mean, *the 
miractes performed by Chriſt, and thoſe commiſſioned 
and influenced by him,” many of theſe were of ſuch a 


nature, as not to admit of any artifice or deccit: eſpeci- 
ally, 
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ally, that moſt ſignal one of his reſurreftion from the 
dead, which 1 may call a miracle performed by, as well 
as upon Chriſt; becauſe he ſo expreſsly declares, that 
he had himſelf a power to reſume his life at pleaſure. 
The apoſtles well knew, this was a fact of ſuch a nature, 
that they who believed this; would neyer doubt of the 
reſt: they therefore often ſingle this out, and lay the 
whole ſtreſs of their cauſe upon it. This they proved 
to be true, by their own teſtimony miraculouſly con- 
firmed ; and in proving this, they eſtabliſhed Chriſtianity 
on an impregnable rock. For I may ſafely refer it to 
any of you to judge, whether it is an imaginable thing, 
that Go ſhould raiſe the dead body of an impoſtor; 
eſpecially when he had ſolemnly appealed to fuch a re- 
ſurrection, as the grand proof of his miſſion, and had 
exprelsly fixed the very day on which it was to happen. 


I perſuade myſelf you are convinced by all this, that 
they, who on the apoſtles teſtimony believed, that the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament were accompliſhed in 
jeſus, and that GOD bore witneſs to him by miracles and 
raiſed him from the dead, had abundant reaſon to believe, 
that the dottrine which Chriſt taught was divine, and 
his goſpel a revelation from heaven. And it they hal 
reaſon to admit this concluſion, then it is plain, that we, 
who have ſuch fatisfattory evidence, on the one hand, 
that the teſtimony of the apoſtles was credible, and on 
the other, that this was the ſubſlance of it, have reaſon 
alſo to admit this grand inference from it, and to embrace 
the goſpel as a faithful faying, and as well worthy of all 
acceptation. This is the thing I was attempting to 
prove; and here I ſhould end the argument, were it not 
for the confirmation it may receive from ſome additional 
confiderations, which could not properly be introduced 
under any of the preceding heads, I add therefore, 


7. In the laſt place, *that the truth of the goſpel has 
& received tarther, and very conſiderable confirmation, *' 
from what has happened in the world ſince it was“ 


« firſt publiſhed. 


And here I muſt deſire you, more particularly to con- 


{1der. 
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ſider, on the one hand, what Gon has been doing 
to eſtabliſh it; and on the other, the methods which 
its enemies have been taking to deſtroy it. 


(1.) Conſider *what Gon has been doing to con- 
„firm the goſpel ſince its firſt publication?” and you 
will find it a farther evidence of its divine original, 


I might here argue at large, from its ſurprizing pro- 
pagation in the world ;—from the miraculous powers, 
with which not only the apoſtles, but ſucceeding preach- 
ers of the goſpel, and other converts, were endowed ;— 
from the accompliſhment of prophecies recorded in the 
New Teſtament ;—and from the preſervation of the Jews 
as a diſtinct people, noneith landing the various difhcule 
ties and perſecutions through which they have paſſed. 


I might particularly urge, in confirmation of the truth 
of Chriſtianity, “the wonderful ſucceſs with which it“ 
** was attended, and the ſurprizing propagation of the 


* goſpel in the world.” 


22 


I have before endeavoured under a former head to 
mew you, that the goſpel met with ſo favourable a recep- 
tion in the world, as evidently proved, that its firſt pub- 
liſhers were capable of producing ſuch cvidence of its 
truth, as an impoſture could not admit. But now I re- 
mark farther, and aſſert, that conſidering the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, it is amazing that even truth itſelf, 
inder ſo many diſadvantages, ſhould have fo illuſtrious 
a triumph; and that its wonderful ſucceſs does evidently 
argue ſuch an extraordinary interpoſition of GOD im its 
tavour, as may juſtly be called a miraculous atteſtation 
to it. 


There was not only one of a family, or two of a city 
taken, and brought to Zion; but ſo did the Lord haſten * 
** it in its appointed time, that a little one became a“ 
** thouſand, and a {mall one a ſtrong nation.“ And as the 
apoſtles themſelves were honoured with very remarkable 
{ucceſs, ſo this divine ſeed was propagated lo faſt in the 
next age, that Pliny teſtifies, he found the heathen * 

* temples 
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r temples in Achaia, almoſt deſerted:“ and Tertullian 
afterwards boaſts, that all places but thoſe temples“ 
« were filled with Chriſtians ; fo that were they only“ 
* to withdraw, cities and provinces would be depo- 
„ pulated.” Nor did the goſpel only triumph thus 
within the boundaries of the Roman empire; for long 
h. Hre Tertullian was born, Juſtin Martyr, in his dia- 
lome with Trypho the Jew, which ſeems to have been 
written not much above 100 years after Chrift's death, 
declares, „that there was no nation of men, whether“ 
& Greeks or Barbatians, not excepting thoſe ſavages, *” 
that wandered in clans from one region to another, 
and had no fixed habitation, who had not learnt to *? 
offer prayers and thankſgivings to the father and“ 
% maker of all, in the name of Jeſus who was crucificd.“' 


40 
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Now how can we account for ſuch a ſcene as this, but 
by ſaying, that the hand of the Lord was with the firſt 
reachers of the goſpel, and therefore ſuch multitudes 
believed, and turned unto the Lord? How had it been 
poſſible, that ſo ſmall a fountain ſhould preſently have 
fwelled into a mighty river, and even have covered the 
face of the earth, had it not ſprung from the ſanctuary 
of Gop, and been rendered thus triumphant by his 
almighty arm? 


Had this new religion, ſo directly contrary to all the 
prejudices ot education, been contrived to ſoothe mens 
viccs, to allert their errors, to defend their ſuperſtitions, 
or to promote their ſecular intereſts, we might eaſily 
tave accounted for its prevalence in the world. Had its 
xreechers been very profound philoſophers, or polite 
and faſhionable orators, many might have been charmed, 
at lealt for a while, to follow them: or had the princes 
and potemates of the carth declared themſelves its pa— 
trons, and armed their legions for its defence and propa- 


gation, multitudes might have been terrified into the pro- 


feſlion, though not a foul could by ſuch means have been 
ratlonally perſuaded to the belief of it. But without 
ſome ſuch advantages as theſe, we can hardly conceive, 
how any new reltg; 
though it had crept into che world in its darkeſt ages, 
and moſt barbarous countries, and though it had been 

gradually 


00 ſhould ſo ſtrangely prevail; even 
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gradually opens in the moſt artful manner, with the 
fineſt veil induſtriouſly drawn over every part, which 
might at firſt have given diſguſt to the beholder. 


But you well know, that the very reverſe of all this 
was the caſe here, You know, from the apparent con- 
ſtitution of chriſtianity, that the luſts and errors, the ſu— 
perſtitions and intereſts of carnal men would immediately 
riſe up againſt it as a molt irreconcileable enemy. You 
know, that the learning and wit of the Greeks, and the 
Romans, were early employed to overbear and ridicule it. 
You know, that as all the herd of heathen deities were to 
be discarded, the prieſts, who ſubliſted on that craft, muſt 
in intereſt find themſelves obliged to oppoſe it. Yon 
know that the princes of the earth drew their ſword againſt 
it, and armed torments and death for the deſtruttion ot its 
followers. And yet you ſee, that it triumphed over all, 
though publiſhed in ages, and places, of the greateſt learn- 
ing and refinement; and propoſed, not in an ornamental 
and artificial manner, but with the utmoſt plainneſs: the 
dottrines of the croſs being always avowed as its grand 
fundamentals, though ſo notorious a ſtumbling block both 
to Jews and Gentiles; and the abſolute neceſſity, not 
only of embracing Chriſtianity, but allo of renouncing 
all idol worſhip, being inſiſted on immediately, and in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, though it mult make the goſpel ap- 


pear the moſt ſingular and unſociable religion that had 
ever been taught in the world. 


Had one of the wits, or politicians of theſe ages ſeen 
the apoſtles, and a few other plaia men, who had been 
educated amongſt the loweſt of the people, as molt of the 
firſt teachers of Chriſtian: were, going out armed with 
nothing but faith, truth, and goodnels, to encounter the 
power of princes, the bigoiry. of prieſts, the learning of 
philoſophers, the rage of he populace, and the prejudices 
of all; how would he have derided the attempt, and {aid 
with Sanballat, what will theſe feeble Jews do?“ But 
had he ſeen the event, ſurely he muſt have owned, with 
the Egyptian Magi, in a tar leſs illuſtrious miracle, that 
it was the finger of GoD, and might juſtly have fallen 
on his face, even amongſt thoſe whom he had inſulted, 
with an humble acknowledgement “that GOD was in 
them of a truth,” | 
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I might here farther urge *©thoſe miracles, Which“ 
were wrought in confirmation of the chriſtian doc- 
trine, for a conſiderable time after the death of the“ 
apoſtles.“ | 

The molt ſignal, and beſt atteſted of theſe, was the 
diſpoſſeſfion of devils; whom Go ſeems to have per- 
mitted to rage with an unuſual violence about thoſe 
times, that his ſon's triumph over them might be ſo 
much the more remarkable, and that the old ſerpent 
might be taken in his own craftineſs. I doubt not, but 
many of you have heard, that more than two hundred 
years after the death of Chriſt, ſome of the moſt celebrat- 
ed defenders of the goſpel, which the church has in any 
age produced, I mean Tertullian, and Minutius Felix, 
do not only challenge any of their heathen enemies and 
1 to bring them a demoniack, engaging, at the 
1azard of their lives, to oblige the evil ſpirit, in the name, 
and by the authority of Chriſt, to quit his poſſeſſion; but 
do allo appeal to it, as a fact publickly known, that thoſe 
who were agitated by ſuch ſpirits, ſtood terrified, and 
amazed in the preſence of a Chriſtian, and that their 


pretended gods were compelled then to contels them- 
ſelves devils. 


I wave the teſtimonies of ſome later writers of the 
Chriſtian church, leſt the credulity of their temper, joined 
with the circumſtances attending ſome of the tatts they 
record, ſhould furniſh out objettions againſt their teſti- 
mony; though I think we cannot, without great in;uſtice 
to the character of the learned and pious Auguſtin, fuf. 
pet the truth of ſome amazing fatts of this kind, which 
he has atteſted, as of his own perſonal and certain Know - 


ledge. | 


Nor muſt I on this occaſion forget to mention “the“ 
* accompliſhment of ſeveral prophecies, recorded in“ 
the New Teſtament,“ as a farther confirmation given 
by GoD to the golpel. 

The moſt eminent and ſignal inſtance under this head, 
is that of our Lord's prediction concerning the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, as 1t 1s recorded by St. Matthew in 
his twenty-fourth chapter. The tragical hiſtory of it is 
moſt circumſtantially deſcribed by Joſephus, a Jewiſh 


Prieſt, 
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prieſt, who was an eye witneſs of it; and the deſcription 
he has given of this ſad calamity, ſo exactly correſponds 
to the prophecy, that one would have thought, had we 
not known the contrary, that it had been written by a 
Chriſtian on purpole to illuſtrate it: and one can never 
enough admire that ſeries of amazing providences, by 
which the author was prelerved from moſt imminent 
danger; that he might leave us that invaluable treaſure 
which his writings contain. 


We have no need of any farther evidence, than we find 
in him, of the exact accompliſhment of what was pro— 
phecied concerning the deſtruttion of Jeruſalem: but 
our Lord had alſo toretold the long continued deſolation 
of their temple; and I cannot forbear reminding you of 
the awful ſanction that was given to that part of the pre- 
diction: for it is well known, that a heathen hiſtorian 
has aflured us, that when Julian the apoſtate, in de-“ 
liberate contempt of that prediction, ſolemnly and * 
reſolutely undertook to rebuild it, his impious deſign 
* was miraculoufly fruſtrated again and again, and the ” 
* workmen conſumed by globes of fire, which broke *? 
out from the foundations.“ 


The prediction of St. Paul concerning the man of ſin, 
and the apoſtacy of the later times, is alſo well worthy 
ot our remark, And though a great deal of the book of 
Revelation be ſtill concealed under a dark veil; yet the 
diviſion of the Roman empire into ten kingdoms, the 
uſurpation, perſecutions and 1dolatry of the romiſh 
church, and the long duration of the papal power, with 
ſeveral other extraordinary events, which no human pru- 
dence could have foreſeen, and which have happened 
long ſince the publication of that book, are ſo clearly 
foretold there, that I cannot but look on that part of 
ſcripture as an invaluable treaſure; and think it not at 
all improbable, that the more viſible accompliſhment of 
ſome of its other prophecies, e's be a great means of 
reviving the Chriflian cauſe, which is at preſent ſo much 
on the decline. 


The preſervation of the Jews as a diſtinct people,” 
is another particular under this head, which well deſerves 
our attentive regard, 


H 2 It 


56 

It is plain they are vaſtly numerous, notwithſtanding 
all the ſlaughter and deſtruttion of this people, in former, 
and in later ages. hey are dilperſed in various moſt 
diſtant nu ions, and particularly in theſe parts of the 
world where Chriſtianity is profeſſed: and though they 
are expoſed to great hatred and contempt, on account of 
their different faith, and in moſt places ſubjetted to civil 
incapacities, if not to unchriſtian ſeverities; yet they are 
ſtill moſt obſtinately tenacious of their religion: which 
is the more wonderful, as their fathers were ſo prone to 
apoſtatize from it; and as moſt of them ſeem to be utter 
ſtcangers, either to piety, or humanity, and pour out the 
greateſt contempt on the moral precepts of their own law, 
while they are ſo attached to tle ceremonial inſtitutions 
of it, troubleſome and inconvenient as they are. Now 
ſeriouſly reflett, what an evident hand of providence is 
here; that by their diſperſion, preſervation, and adhe- 
rence to their religion, it ſhould come to pals, that 
Chr fhians ſhould daily ſee the accompliſhment of many 
remarkable prophecies concerning tlus people; and that 
we thould always have amongſt us ſuch a crowd of un- 
xcepiionable witneſſes to the truth of thoſe ancient He- 
brew records, on which ſo much of the evidence ot the 


g£01pel depends: records, which are many of them ſo tull - 


to the purpole for Which we alledge them, that 105 a cele- 
brated writer very well obſerves“ *had the whole body 
* of the Jewiſh nation been converted to Chriſtianity, “ 
men would certainly have thought, they had been“ 
forged by Chriſtians, and have looked upon them, 
with the prophecies of the ſybils, as made many“ 
years after the events they pretend to foretell.” And 
to add no more here, the preſervation of the Jews as a 
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Utſtinft people, evidently leaves room for the accom- 


pliſhment of thoſe Old and New Teſtament promiſes; 
which relate to their national converſion and reſtoration ; 
whereas that would be impoſſible in itſelf, or at leaſt be 
impoſhble to be known, if they were promiſcuoufl 
blended with other people. On the whole, it is ſuch a 
ſcene in the conduct of providence, as 1 am well aſfured 
cannot be paralleled in the hiſtory of any other nation 
on earth, and affords a molt obvious and important argu- 
ment in favour of the goſpel. 

* Dr. Jackſon, Thus 
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Thus has Chriſtianity been farther confirmed, fince its 
firſt publication, by what God has done to eſtabliſh it. 
It only remains, that we conſider, 


(2.) What confirmation it receives, „from the me- 
„ thods which its enemies have taken to deſtroy it.“ 


And theſe have generally been, either perſccution, or 
falſehood , or cavilling at ſome particulars in the reveia- 
tion, without entering into the grand argument on which 
it is built, and fairly debating what is offered in its de- 
tence, Now who would not think the better of a cauſe, 
tor being thus attacked? 


At firſt you know, that the profeſſors, and eſpecially 
the preachers of the goſpel, were ſeverely perſecuted, In 
every City bonds and impriſonments awaited them As 
ſoon as ever the apoſtles began to preach jeſus and his 
reſurrettion, the Jewiſh rulers laid hold on them, and 
having confined and ſcourged them, ſtrictly prot: 
their ſpeaking any more in that name. A little wh. 
after, Stephen was murdered; and aftewards James, and 
ſome other of the apoſtles. Now certainly ſuch a con- 
duct did evidently ſhew a conſciouſneſs, that they were 
not able to anſwer the apoſtles, and to ſupport their own 
cauſe by the fair methods of reaſon and argument; to 
which, ſo far as the hiſtory informs us, they made no 
pretence; but attempted to bear them down by dint of 
authority, and to ſilence them by brutal force. 


The time would fail me, ſhould I attempt partcul ly 
to ſhew, how theſe unrighteous methods were purſued in 
ſucceeding ages, and diſtant countries. The ſavage cru- 
eltics of Nero to theſe innocent and holy men were ſuch, 
as raiſed the pity even of their enemies : yet this was one 
of the leaſt extenſive and deſtructive of the ten general 
perſecutions, which aroſe in the Roman empire, beſides 
ſeveral others in the neighbouring countries, of which 
eccleſiaſtical hiſtory intorms us. | 


Theſe early enemies of the goſpel added fal{chood and 
Handers to their inhumanities. They endeavoured to 
murder the reputations of the Chriſtians, as well as their 

perſons, 
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erſons, and were not aſhamed to repreſent them as 

alers of the whole human ſpecies, for no imaginable 
reaſon, but becauſe they would not aflociate themſelves 
in their idolatrous worlhip, but with regard to charity 
and truth, were ſtrongly bearing their teſtimony again}, 
it: nay, they charged them with human facrifices, inceſt, 
idolatry, and all the crimes, for which themſelves and 
their fooliſh gods were indeed juſtly deteſtable ; but frum 
which the Chriſtians, knew how to vindicate themſelves, 
highly to their own honour, and to the everlaſting re- 
proach of theſe malignant, and peſtilent accuſers: and 
they have not failed to do it in many noble apologies, 
which through the divine providence are tranſmitted to 
us, and are incomparably the moſt valuable of any ancient 
uninſpired writings. 

Such were the infamous and ſcandalous methods, by 
which the goſpel was oppoſed in the earlieſt ages of the 
church; and I cannot forbear adding, “that the mea- 
© ſures more lately taken to ſubvert it, eſpecially * 
'* amongſt ourſelves, ſeem to me rather to reflect a“ 
glory upon it.“ Its unhappy enemies have been told 
again and again, that we put the proof of it on plain fact. 
They themlelves do not, and cannot deny, that it pre- 
vailed early in the world, as we have ſhewn at large. 
There muft have been ſome man, or body of men, who 
firſt introduced it: they generally conteſs, that Chriſt 
and his apoſtles were the perſons: and theſe apoſtles (on 
whoſe teflimony what we know of Chriſt chiefly depends) 
muſt have been enthuſiaſts, or impoſtors, if their teſti- 
mony was falſe. Now which of theſe ſchemes will the 
unbeliever take? It ſeems, that the deiſts of the preſent 
age fix on neither, as being ſecretly conſcious they can 
ſupport neither; but they content themſelves with cav1il- 
ling at fome circumitances attending the revelation with— 
out daring to encounter its grand evidence: i. e. they 
have been laboriouſly attempting to prove it “to be“ 
* 1mprobable, or abſurd, to ſuppoſe that to have been, 
+ which nevertheleſs plainly appears to have been fact.“ 

One moſt weakly and ſophiſtically pretends to prove, in 
defiance of the common ſenſe of mankind, that the light 
af nature is a perfect rule, and therefore that all revela- 

tion 
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tion is needleſs, and indeed impoſſible, Another dif. 

uiſes the miracles of Chriſt by falſe and fooliſh repre- 
| amore np of them, and then ſets himſelt to ridicule them 
as idle tales. And a third takes a great deal of fruitleſs 

ains to ſhew, that ſome prophecies referred to in the 
New Teſtament are capable of another ſenſe, different 
from that in which the apoſtles have taken them. Theſe 
things have been ſet in a very artful and fallacious light 
by perſons, whole names will be perhaps tranſmitted to 
poſterity, with the infamous glory of having been leaders 
in the cauſe of infidelity; but not a man of them under- 
takes direttly to anſwer, what has been ſaid to aſcertain 
the grand fact. Nay, they gencrally take no more notice 
_of the poſitive evidence, by which it is even demon- 
ſtrated, than if they had never heard it propoſed; though 
they cavil at incidental paſſages in thoſe books, in iv hic 1 
it 18 molt clearly ftated, And as for what they have 
urged, though perhaps ſome, who were betore w eary ot 
Chi iſtianity, may have taken occaſion from their writings 
to reject it; and ;others for want of conſulting the an- 
wers to them, may have been unwarily inſnared; yet 
the examination of thele points has been greatly for the 
hnnour and vindication of the truth, which ſeems on this 
occalion to have been ſet in a clearer and ſtronger light 
than ever, at leaſt in theſe later ages. 


The cauſe of Chriſtianity has greatly gained by 1 
and the goſpel comes like fine gold out of the e furnace. 
which the more it is tried, the more it is approved, I 
own, the defenders of the goſpel have appeared with very 
different degrees of ability for the work ; nor could at be 
otherwiſe amongſt ſuch numbers of them: but on the 
whole, though the patrons of infidelity have been maſters 
of ſome wit, humour and addreſs, as well as ot a mode- 
rate ſhare of learning, and generally much more than 4 
moderate ſhare of ailurance; vet ſo great is the force of 
truth, that (unleſs we may except thoſe writers, wht 


have unhappily called for the aid of the civil magiſtrate | 


in the controveriy) I cannot recollett, that J have ſeen 
any defence of the gotpel, which has not, on the whole, 
been ſuficient to eſtabliſh it, notwithſlanding all the 
ſophiſtical arguments of its moſt ſubtle autagonults. R 
his 
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This is an obfervation, which is continually gaining 
new ſtrength, as new aſſaults are made upon the golpel. 
And I cannot forbear ſaying, that as if it were by a kind 
of judicial infatuation, ſome who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the wretched cauſe of infidelity, have been 
permitted to fall into ſuch groſs miſrepreſentations, ſuch 
tnleleſs inconſiſtencies, and ſuch palpable falſchoods, 
and in a word, into ſuch a various and malignant ſuper— 
flaity of naughtineſs; that to a wiſe and pious mind they 
muſt appear like thoſe venomous creatures, which are 
{a'4 to carry an antidote in their bowels againit their own 
pe bon. A virtuous and well-bred deiſt muſt turn away 
from ſome modern pieces of this kind with ſcorn and 
abaorrence; and a Chriſtian might almoſt be tempted to 
with, that the books, with all their ſcandals about them, 
might be tranſmitted to poſterity, leſt when they come 
to live, like the writings of ſome of the ancient Heathens, 
only in thoſe of their learned and pious anſwerers, it 
ſhould hardly be credited, that ever the enemies of the 
golpel in ſuch an enlightened age ſhould be capable of 
fo much impiety and folly. 


Thus I have given you a brief view of the chief arg 2- 
ments in proof of Chriſtianity; and the ſum of the whole 
is this. | 

The goſpel is probable in theory; as conſidering the 
nature of GOD, and the circumſtances of mankind, there 
was reaſon to hope a revelation might be given; and if 
any were given, we ſhould naturally apprehend its inter- 
nal evidence would be ſuch, as that of the goſpel is, and 
its external ſuch, as it is ſaid to be. But it is allo true in 
fact; for Chriſtianity was early profeſſed, as it was firſt 
introduced by Jeins of Nazareth, whoſe life and doctrines 
were publiſhed by his immediate attendants; whoſe books 
are prejerved ſtill in their original language, and in the 
main are faithfully tranſlated into our own: fo that the 
books of the New Teitunent now in your hands, may be 
depended upon, as written by the perſons whole names 
they ber, And admitting this, the truth of the goſpel 
follows by a irain of very eaſy conſequences; for the 
authors certainly knew the truth of the facts they relate; 

and 
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and conſidering what appears of their character and cir- 
cumſtances, we can never believe they would have at- 
tempted to deceive us; or it they had, they could not 
have gained credit in the world; yet they did gain it in 
a remarkable manner; therctore the fatts they atteſted 
are true, And the truth of the goſpel evidently follows 
from the certainty of thoſe facts, and is much confirmed 
by what has happened in the world fincc the firſt publi- 
cation of it. 


I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay on this ſubject, 
with a few words by way of reflection. 


1. Let us gratefully acknowledge the divine goodneſs, 
in favouring us with ſo excellent a revelation, and con- 
lirming it to us by ſuch an ample evidence, 


We ſhould be daily adoring the Gon of nature, for 
ughung up the ſun, that glorious, though 1mpertett image 
of his own unapproachable luſtre; and appointing it to 
gild the earth with its various rays, to chear us with its 
benign influences, and to guide and dirett us, in our 
Journeys, and our labours, But how incomparably more 
valuable is that **day-ſ{pring from on high” which has vi- 
ſited us,“ that *ſun of righteouſneſs,” which is *riten”” 
upon us, “to give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and 
in the ſhadow of death, and to guide our feet into the 
way of peace? Ch Chriſtians, (tor I now addreſs myſelf 
to you, whoſe eyes are ſo happy as indeed to fee, and your 
cars as to hear) what reaſon have you for daily and hourly 
praiſe! When your minds are delighted with contemplat- 
ing the riches of goſpel grace, when you view with won- 
der and joy the harmonious contrivance of our redemp- 
tion, when you feel the burden of your guilt removed, the 
freedom of your addreſs to the throne of grace encouraged, 
and ſce the proſpett of a fair inheritance of eternal glory 
opening upon you; then in the pleaſing tranſport of your 
fouls, borrow the joyful anthem of the pfalmiſt, and tay, 
with the humbleſt gratitude and ſelt-refignation; GOD 
is the Lord, who hath given us light; bind the fa- ” 
* critice with cords, even to the horns of the y_ 
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Adore Gop, *who firſt commanded the light to ſhine | 


out of darkneſs,” that by the diſcoveries of his word-and 
the operations of his ſpirit, he has ſhined in your hearts, 
to give you the knowledge of his glory,” as reflected 
from the face of his fon. Let us all adore him, that this 
revelation hath reached us, who live in an age and coun- 
try ſo diſtant from that in which it firſt appeared; while 
there are to this day, not only dark corners but regions 
of the'carth, which are full of the habitations of 1dolatry 
and cruelty.” 


Let me here peculiarly addreſs myſelf to thoſe, whoſe | 


education and circumſtances of lite have given them op- 
portunities of a fuller enquiry, into the ſtate of thoſe 
ancient or modern nations, that have been left merely to 
the light of unaſſiſted reaſon ; even to you, firs, who are 


acquainted with the hiſtory of their gods, the rites of 


their prieſts, the tales, and even the hymns of their poets, 
(thoſe beautiful trifles;) nay, I will add, the reaſonings 
of their ſageſt philoſophers, all the precarious, and all 
the erroneous things they have ſaid, where religion and 
immortality are concerned. I have ſometimes thought, 
that Gp gave to ſome of the moſt celebrated pagan 
writers that uncommon ſhare of genius and eloquence, 


that they might, as it were, by their art, embalm the 


monſters of antiquity; that ſo ſucceeding ages might ſee, 
in a more affecting view than we could otherwiſe have 
done, how weak the human mind is in its beſt eſtate, and 
the need, which the greateſt, as well as the meaneſt of 
mankind have, of being taught by a revelation from 
above. Permit me to bros, you, that while you are 
daily converſing with fuch monuments as theſe, (as 1 
know ſome of you are) and are alſo ſurveying the evi- 
dences of Chriſtianity, in a larger, and more diſtintt 
view, than it was proper for me here to propoſe them, 
vou are under peculiar obligations, to be very thankful 
tor the goſpel yourſelves, as well as to compaſſionate the 
caſe of thoſe, to whom it has never been offered, or by 


whom it is flighted. And this leads me to another re- 
flettion ; 


2, What reaſon have we to pity thoſe, who rejef this 
| glorious 


03 


plorious goſpel, even when they have opportunities of 
Enquiring into its cleareft evidences, 


Such undoubtedly there are in our own age and nation; 
and ſurely we ſhould ſometimes beſtow a compaſſionate 
thought upon them, and lift up an humble prayer for 
them; „if God peradventure will give them repent- * 
** ance to the acknowledging of the truth; that they 
may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, 2 
Vo are now led captive by him at his pleaſure.” We 
ſhould pity Heathens, and Mahometans, under their dark- 
neſs and errors: but how much more deplorable 1s the 
cale of theſe, who, though they dwell in Emmanuel's 
land, and in the valley of viſion, turn it into the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, by clofing their eyes againſt fo 
bright a luſtre, and ſtopping their cars againſt the voice 
of the charmer? They are indeed in their own conceit 
the only people, and wiſdom will die with them; ſo 
that to be ſure, they will ſcorn our pity: but who can 
forbear it? Is there a more melancholy thought than 
this, that the ſon of Gob ſhould have done ſo much to 
introduce and eſtabliſh the goſpel, and his ſpirit fo much 
to perpetuate and increaſe its evidence, and that atter all, 
it ſhould be contemptuoufly deſpiſed, even by creatures 
who are periſhing without it? That the bleſſed Jeſus, 
initead of being received with open arms as the great 
deitverer, ſhould either be treated as an empty name; or 
if acknowledged to be a real perſon, ſhould then be repre- 
ſented as a viſionary bel or a wicked impoſtor ? 
for there is no other alternative. And this, not only, 
{though I believe, molt frequently) by men of profligate 
and abandoned lives, but ſometimes by perſons of exter- 
nal morality and decency, of great humanity and ſweet- 
nels of temper, (for ſuch I know are to be found among it 
them) as well as men of wit and genius, of politeneſs 
and learning, of human prudence and experience in at- 
fairs. I may alſo add, that it is the caſe of ſome, who 
were the children of pious parents, who were trained up 


in religious exerciſes, who once diſcovered ſerious im- 


preſſions, and gave very encouraging hopes. Alas, hi- 
ther are they fallen! and whither have we reaſon to fear, 
12 they 
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they will at length fall! How ſhall we ſhelter thoſe, 
that were once our brethren, that are perhaps ſtill our 
friends, from the awful ſentence, which the goſpel de- 
nounces againſt all that rejett it, without any exception ? 
As to the wretches, that add inſu't and deriſion to their 
infidelity, I tremble to think of that load of guilt, which 
they are bringing on themſelves, and how near they ap- 
proach to the unpardonable fin, it they have not already 
committed it. For the reſt, who behave in a more modeſt 
and ſober manner, it will, no doubt, be a very difhcult 
talk to convince them; and fo much the rather, as ſome 
of them, by too eaſy a tranſition have renounced many 
of the molt important principles of natural religion, nay, 
I might add, even the whole of it, together with the 
chriſtian revelation. But the influences of divine grace 
are almighty ; let us recommend them to theſe, and omit 
no other proper method, either of recovering thoſe who 
are already ſeduced, or at leaſt of ſecuring thoſe who are 


not yet intetted, but may be (as moſt of the youth are, 


elpecially in the moſt populous places) in imminent 
danger of the contagion. To this end let me add, 


3. How reaſonable is it, that Chriſtians ſhould form 
a familiar acquaintance with the great evidences of our 
Own contmon faith! 


It is what we ſo apparently owe to the honour of 
Gov, to the intereſt of Chriſt, to the peace of our own 
ſouls, and the edification of others, that I hope, I need 
not urge it at large: eſpecially conſidering what was ſaid 
in the introduction to thele diſcourſes. In conſequence 
of all, let it be your care to make the evidences of Chril- 
tianity the ſubject of your ſerious refle&ions, and of your 
frequent converſe: eſpecially, ſtudy your bibles, where 
there are ſuch marks of truth and divinity to be found., 
that I believe, few that have familiarly known them, and 
have had a reliſh tor them, were ever brought to make 
ihipwrieck of the faith as it is in Jeſus. Above all, let 


it be your care to att on the rules which are here laid 


down; and then, you will find your faith growing in a 
happy proportion, and will experience the truth of our 


Saviour's 
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Saviour's declaration, that *if any man will” reſolute 
and faithfully “do his will, he ſhall know of the ney 
tion dottrine, whether it be of Gop,” I verily believe, 
it is the purity of its precepts, which lies at the bottom 
of moſt mens oppoſition to it; or a natural pride of 
heart, which gives them an averſion to ſo humbling a 
ſcheme; or a fond affettation of ſeeming wiſer than 
others, in rejetting what moſt of their neighbours do at 
leaſt profeſs to believe, When theſe unhappy. preju- 
dices and conceptions, are by divine grace conquered and 
rooted out, the evidence of truth will daily appear wich 
an increaſing luſtre; as the light of the ſun does, to an 
eye recovering from a film, with which it had been over- 
grown, and which before had veiled it with midnight in 
the midſt of noon. Once more, 


- 


4. How ſolicitous ſhould we be to embrace and obey 
that goſpel, which comes attended with ſuch abundant 
evidences! 


I may undoubtedly addreſs myſelf to moſt of you, my 
friends, and ſay, as Paul did to king Agrippa, *beheveſt 
thou the prophets,” and I may add, the evangeliſts, and 
the apoſtles? Yes, I know that you believe them; yet 
let me intreat and charge you, not to reit here, but atten— 
tively to examine, how tar your hearts are affected, aud 
your lives regulated by ſuch a belief. The chriſtian 
revelation is a practical thing; and it is heard, it 1s be- 
lieved, it is profeſſed, and even delended in vain, if it be 
not obeyed. Therefore do we ſo frequently read of 
obeying the truth, and obeying the goſpel, as a matter 
of ſo great importance. 


In this goſpel, “the wrath of Gop is revealed from 


heaven, againlt all ungodlinefs and unrighteoutnels of 


men;” but it is revealed with redoubled terror againſt 


that audacious finner, who holds the truth in unrgh- 


teouſneſs,” In this goſpel, “the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
xalted, both as a prince aud a ſayiour;“ and it is not 
with impunity, that the impenitent rebel can reject his 
yoke, and trample on his blood: for, Sit he that de. 
ipilec 
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ſpifed Moſes's law died without mercy, of how much 
forer puniſhment,” than even a capital execution, *muft 
they be thought worthy,” who have poured contempt 
on ſuch a ſovereign, aud on ſuch a redeemer. 


Oh let it be moſt ſecretly and frequently recollected, 
that this goſpel is the touch ſtone, by which you are 
another day to be tried; the balance, in which an impar- 
tial judge will weigh you; and muſt on the whole prove 

our everlaſting triumph, or your everlaſting torment, 
The blefled God did not introduce it with ſuch ſolemn 
notice, ſuch high expettation, ſuch a miracles, 
ſuch awful ſanctions, that men might rejett, or diſhonour 
it, at pleaſure: but it will certainly be found, to the 
greateſt, and meaneſt, of thoſe that hear it, “a ſavour 
of life unto life,” or “a ſavour of death unto death.” 


Let it therefore be your immediate care, to enquire 
Which of theſe it is like to prove to your ſouls; ſince it 
is fo far from being a vain thing, that it is really your 
very liſe. If it has hitherto been deſpiſed, and that 
hlefled redeemer, in whom it ſo apparently centers, has 
been neglected; remember, that all which has been ſaid 
in confirmation of its truth, does but in effett prove, that 
the hand writing of Gop himſelf 1s ſet to the ſentence 
of your eternal condemuation. Oh therefore allow not 
ourſelves a moment's reſt, till you have with humble 
ſubiniſhon applied to his throne, while yet there is hope 
that it may be reverſed. 


And as for you, my brethren, who have received 


Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, be exhorted to walk in him; 
ſince it is the deſign of his goſpel to reach us, to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,“ and to „live ſoberly, 
righteoufly, and godly;“ and this, not only as you have 
io comfortable an aſſurance, that *your labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the Lord,” but as it will be, on the whole 
the moiſt effettual method you can take in your reſpee- 
tive ſtations, to promate the goſpel. It you indeed 
honour it and love it, and deſire it may be propagated in 
the world, let it be your care, not only to defend it by 
your tongues, but to adorn it by your lives; and in 23 

words 


1 


words of that great Ne in this ſacred cauſe, „he 
© hlameleſs and harmleſs, the children of Gop with. 
© out rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
generation, ſhining amongſt them as lights in the 


„ world,” and fo holding forth the word of life;” an 


”” 
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perhaps it may ſerve, not only to entertain their eyes 
with wonder and glory, but to *guide their fect into the 
way of peace,” and may engage them alſo to join with 
you in *gloriſying your father which is in heaven.“ 
Amen! 
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